RESOLUTION NO. 89-2-5(R)

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PLANO, TEXAS, PROVIDING FOR
THE ADOPTION OF THE U.S. 75 AMENITIES TASK FORCE PLANNING GUIDELINES AND
PROMOTING THE PREPARATION OF PLANS, IMPLEMENTATION AND MAINTENANCE OF
LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS ACCORDING TO THE PLANNING GUIDELINES; AND PROVIDING FOR
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council encourages the placement of landscape
improvements to increase the aesthetic appeal and identity of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City Council feels that both private and public developers
and the general public directly benefit from the recommended improvements;

WHEREAS, upon full consideration and review of all matters relating to
the proposed U.S. 75 Amenities Task Force Planning Guidelines, landscape plans
and implementation, the City Council finds that it is in the best interest of
the City to express its intent to authorize such a program and to make the
following authorization contained within this resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PLANO,
TEXAS, THAT;

Section I. The City Council hereby adopts the U.S. 75 Amenities and
PTanning Guidelines; and

Section II. The City Council hereby authorizes Staff to develop plans
for implementing landscape improvements and to apply for State Department of
Highway funds for such landscape improvements within the U.S. 75 right-of-way
and intersecting streets according to the Planning Guidelines; and

Section III. The City Council, in conjunction with Section II of this
resolution, directs staff to establish an equitable maintenance plan to keep
the improvements in a neat and 1iving condition. This resolution shall become
effective immediately upon its passage.

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 13th DAY OF _February

T ——

Jack Harvard, MAYOR

, 1989

ATTEST:

Jdckie Blakely,

CITY SECR

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Gary Chdtham, CITY ATTORNEY
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Introduction:

The U.S. 78 Amenities Planning Guidelines” have been created through a joint effort of the Richardson
and Plano Chambers of Commerce, U.S. 75 Amenities Task Force; the clties of Dallas, Richardson, Plano
Allen, and Cottin County. The "Guldelines” have been developed to positively Influence the visual and
functional qualities of 1J.S, Highway 75, north of Interstate Highway 635 and south of State Highway 121,
as it passes through these communities. The "Guidelines" will ensurc a reasonable Aegree of uniformity,
clarity, continuity, and aesthetic ¢characier,

It is envisioned that the implementation of the design concept provided through the "Guidelines” will be
jointly accomplished through cooperative efforts of the State Highway Department, the Chambers of
Commerce, the Business Communities, and the Governments of the cities and counties Involved,

The implemeniation and enforcement of the "Guidelines® is expected to be through writien, format adop-
tion by the various citles und by the State Highway Department. Because the "Guldelines® ate intended
t0 be a long term influence which will require consistency to be effective, it is recommended thal they be
adopted in ordinance form by the cities involved,

The "Guidelines” are intended to insure that Central Expressway will be a positive influence in the com-
munitics upon completion of construction and in the future. Even though existing developments are not
required to conform 1o the Guidelines iimmediately, 1t is hoped that an organization can be formed
through the various Chamber's of Commerce in the cities which would encourage redevelopment of the
existing landscapes under the "Guidelines”, In cases where oppertunity for immediate tedevelopment is
not possible, influence of the "Guidelines™ will be at the time of redevelopment.

Note: Refer 1o Glossary for specific definition of terms,

76 Amenities Planning Guidelines.

2. That 50% of the trees used be primary

The "Guidelines” specifically require the  trecs. (4'bald cypress - mlnlmum of 12 feet high,)
following for the Corridor (the US.75R.O.W. plus
an arca extending inlo the adjacent property X feet from the 3. That 50% of the tree shrubs used be

U.S. 15 R.OV/. lines and dniersecting strests):
primary tree shrubs, (8 il crape myrile and/or

ysupon holly.)
1. That 1 tree and I tree shrub be in.
cluded in any development for cach 50 4. That after the primary tree require-
finear feet of frontage onto U.S, 78, (Trees ment Is met, the next 25% of trees used be
are nol required 1o be spaced on S0 <enteis.) prlmary and/or secondary trees. (Seoondary
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teeen arg ¥ caliper (i siee) Rl Orab arddor biwe
(X teces).

§, That if shrubs are used, at least 25% be
prliinary shrubs, (2gailon Dwarl Nandina).

’ 6. ‘That if groundcovers are used, at least
. 15% be primary groundcover. (1gallon asian

jasmine),

7. That after the primary tree, secondary
tree, primary tree-shrub, primary shrub,
and primary groundcover requirements
are met, &)l other plant material specified
be of the designers cholce thken from the
approved plant list of the "Guldelines".

8. That a 10 foot landscape/pedestrian
cascment be provided in the Interface
Zone adjacent to the R.OW, line,

9, That all parking areas be screened
from the rondways to hide bumpers and
headlights (maximum height 3643 and that all
storage areus be screened from sight.

10. That cach City adopt an [dentifiable
contrasting hardsurface paving materlal
widch will be used for special hardsurface
areas.

11. That all pedestrian crosswalks be
designated by the adepted hardsurface in-
layed inte the pavement.

12. That a¥f architectural screens, walls,
and retalning walls be harmonlous with
the colors and textures of the Corrldor
and/or be In harmony with the
development's bullding materials,

i

13, That all plant material specified on
any plan be taken from the approved plant
list and slzed according to the list.

14, I nat all landscape plantings (n the
U.S. 78 R.O.W, be equipped with Irrigation
(turt Lrrigation ks not required) which does not put
water onte the road surfaces,

15. That all landscape developments in
the Interface Zone be equipped with lrriga-
tion (lurf arcss arc included) which does not put
water onto road surfaces,

16. That all developments have a main-
tenance plan which Is enforceable that will
ensure live, well maintained plants,

17. That all plans developed be sensltive
to the intersection of natural fioodways
and to the visual impact of tall vetaining
walls in the Corridor,

18. That all public utility boxes be placed
with visual conslderation and screened
from sight, Where possible, overhead
utility tines shall be placed underground
or routed away from the Corridor (behind ad-
Jacont propertics, away from majot and minor lntersections).

Even though there are specific requiroments in the
*Guidelines”, it is inlended that the various designers who use
then have Ireedom in solving the problems which may occir on
a site bv site basis, The plan review spproval body within each
comm .y will have avthorily 1o walve some or sl} of these re-
quir-wenls with justification.
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Project Implementation and Roles:

For the *75 Amenities Planning Guidelines” to become a reallty and influence the visual properiies of
Central Expressway, § cooperative offort will need to be coordinated by the 75 Amenities Task Force in-
volving the State Department of Highways and Public Transportation (SDHPT), the cities of Allen, Dal-
ins, Plano, and Richardson, the Chambers of Comuiesce involved, Collin County, and the business
communities of the various clties,

A suggested process by which the 75 Amenities Guidelines may be implemented and the suggested roles
of the interested parties is as follows:

. Finalization of “The 75 Amunlitios Planning Guidelines® Document.
A. Review and comment ou Draft 1. April 20, 1988.

(1) Preseatation by Guidelines Development Sub-Committes,
(2) Comment by the 75 Task Force a3 a whols.

8. Conuneim by siafl - Highway Department, the citics and counties involved, aod the
Chambers of Commerce invoived May 1, 1988

C. D1aft revislon by Guidelines Development Subcommittce based on comments.
Sune 7, 1988,

D. Drafl revision maited to Tagk Force lor final revicw and comment. Juoe 14, 1988,

Final review and comeaent; Guidelines approved by 75 Task Foree subjed Lo
comments. July 1, 1988

(N Task Force formally request adoption of the Guidelines by the Chambers of
Conunerce Boards. By Chairman of the 75 Amecitles Task Foree, July 7, 1988,

G Task Force {ormally request the City Maanger's of the various cities to study the

*75 Amenities Planniog Guidelines® with eventua! format adopiion in mind, (By
chaltman of tbe 75 Amenities Task Foree. July 7, 1988.)

. Formal Adoption of Cities,
A Meetings scheduled with the various city plaaning commissions and staff to answer
questions, Asneeded,

B. Formal adoption complelsd by the citics, By Seplember, 1988,

i1
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FAR NORTH CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY

amenities task force report

Accepted
on

July 26, 1988
HS 78 - "THE CORRIDOR"

BACKGROUND

‘The major transportation improvements in the US 75 Corrider from Woodalt Rodgers
Freeway norih to S.H. 121, particulerly the reconstruction efforts, will be the largest and most
visible public works project in Dallas and Collin Counties through the end of the century.
Given the irapact of these extensive improvements on the working, lving and traveling en-
vironment of hundreds of thousands of people, special consideration has been given 10 its
urban design, visual tmpacts, environiental integration and potential for complémentary
amenities, Howaver, as described below, additional efforts to enhance the historical project
are required as US 75 reconstruction nears completion.

Dallas’ northward growth along US 75 has played an impaortant functional and symbolic role
in the development ol the Reglon. Originally, the Corridor was the route for the Houston and
Texns Central Railroad, the main rail route to Dallas in the 19th century. The rapid northward
expansion of Dallas during the thirties and forties focused community attention on the need
for a major north-south highway facility,

As a joint Federal/State/Couaty project, Censtral Expressway was "state-of-the-art”, Tts design
incorporated a series of concepts that were considered innovative at that time; full access con-
tro, grade-separated cross streets, landscaped median strips, one-way frontage roads, U-turn
lonps, emergency parking shoulders, grassed parkways and major storm drainoge facilities.
When consiruction was comploted through SH 121 in Octaber, 1958, this major freeway link
between Dallas and McKinney becamae a raality.

US 78 TODAY

In the 41 yeats since North Central was destgned, dramatic tand development along the Cor-
ridor and advanced highway design technology ieft the existing freeway substantially out-
moded. While the need taprovide additional transportation capucity in the Corridor has been
recognized far sotne time, the ability 10 widen the facility south of 1635 was constrained by ox-
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tensive devolopment immediately adjacent to the narrow right-of-way. Conversely, the sec-
tion north of' I 635 has had less intensive development than the southern section and can ac-
commadale the proposed modifichtions within the existing right-of-way, ‘The need to maintaln
traffic operations in the Corridor while supplementing its capacity offers a complex design and
construction chatlenge with na obvicus or uncontroversial solutions,

The very scale of the project, 0.5 miles in Dallas, 5 miles in Richardson, snd 5 miles in Plano
make it imperative to focus attention on the qualitatlve aspects of the projecy, its visual im-
pact, apportunities for structural enhancement and the importance of optimal environmental
fntegration of the new expressway and facility Into the commercial and residential context of

: Corridor. There are also opportunities 1o provide anienities that will improve transporta-
non functions ond provide cther enhancements. These issues and opportunities constltute the
focus of an urban design. As early us mid-year of 1986, a citizens advisory and amenities task
force were formed o address amenities improvements for US 78 from Wuodsli Rogers
Freeway, north 1o [ 635, The Task Force is, compleling a final package to be considered for
implementation.

AMENITIES TASK FORCE

In Novemnber, 1987, a special task force was brought together representing the Cities of Dal-
Jas, Richardson, Plano and Allen 1o theroughly evaluate opportunities for enhancing the US
75 Corridor from 1-635 north to S.H. 121, A special subcommisiee was appointed to establish
o set of guidelines (hat the various municipalities, civic and private organizations and In-
dividuals that interface with US 75 can use to develop the visual design and other amenities
features,

TASK FORCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Iinplementation of the recommendations and guidelines creatad for this project will be & key
element in producing a unique urbon tzansportation system. The Corridor enhancements will
in effect integrate & highly visible and important public works struciure with the delicate physi-
cal fabric of both residential and commercial developments.

OBJECTIVES

» Torecognize that the physical character of US 75, when completed, will
provide the setting for a dynamic four-dimensional experiesice 10 both the
regular user ond the passing motorist,

> Toplan and develop US 75 a8 a seenic landscaped corridor which avoids
munolony and snhances of creates seenery,

T
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» 'To develop o hicrarchy of landscape clements along US 75 that are
respeciful of adjacent land uses and chiracterized by clear design denot-
ing a sense of order and simplicity.

» 'To develop u design approach that will soften the physical character of
bridges und retalning walls. The structures shoutd be made to appear to
complement their environs in mass, form, color, textire and maierials.
Full consideration should be given to the use of plant and arehitectural
materiats to achieve this abjective.

CONSTRUCTION PHASING/TIMING

Itis important in considering the implementalion of amenities to this corridor {o evaluate the
construction in progress. Due¢ 1o the level of construction already completed or near comple-
tion, many considerations regarding hardscape, street fixtures and signage are predetermined.
The project schedule is provided below:

a% ar 88 A 90 81 92 93
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SOCIAL GOALS

To address the issues facing all users of the US 75 Cortidor (i.¢., vehiculur, transil, cyclist and
pedestrian) in order to create alandseaped environment that provides safe, efficient and com-
fortable teansporiation whether moving by car, bus, rall, bicycle or foot.

OBJECTIVES

» 'To uctively involve each respective city, adjacent property owners and
¢ivic arganizations in the Corridor Study and implementation programs of

various objeclives,

£
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» Tocommunicale  sense of order and safety 10 matorists transit users,
cyclists and pedestrians through development of landscaping designs,
lighting designs und structural treatments,

To address the needs of non-motoreed wraffic (cyclists, pedestrians and
the handicapped) through appropriate design of pathways and traffic con-
tro} sysiems,

COMMUNITY INTERFACE GOALS

To nddrass the issues affecting the quality-of-life for neighborhoods, businasses snd other ad-
jacent land uses that are direcily affected during construction and after completion by the
physical proximity and characteristics of US 75,

OBIECTIVES

> Tarecognize that various land uses have different requirements to inter-
face with US 75 and recommend specific design treaiments that respond
wei! to the various relationships,

» Toidentifly adjacent land uses, particularly at exit ramps and bridges,
thraugh consistent design that is characterized by clatity of cornmunicg-
Hon and simplicity for economical maintenance.

» Toincorpurate plantings where practical to afleviate the hardscape
qualities of US 75 design, frame desirable views, screen undesirable views
and create attractive settings for corridor users.

» To develop appropriate arens with plantings that enhance the character of
the corridor.

bt e+ e e et e e

ENVIRONMENTAL GOALS

To lessen the physical and environmental impacts of US 75 through close attention to noise
levels, air quality, runoff water quality and vegetative treatment undertaken within the cor-
tidor.

Y OBJECTIVES

> To review opporttunities for noise and glare reduction through application
of the deflective plantings, berms and deflective sound walls where deter-
minéed (o be necessary,
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» To consider the air movement and temperature characteristics within the
11§ 75 Corridor in relntion to landscupe materials to ensure the auto emis-
sions and other air-borne poliutanis are quickly dissipated.

» To properly sceommedale irrigation systems within the corridor in order
to prevéent erosion, Joss of plant life and to promote water conservation.

» Tu consider econoniteal fandscape maintenunce as o design consideration,
including easily mown slopes and planis chosen for uppropriate muture
forms, and groundcover plantings.

‘To utilize plants suitable to growih within the US 75 environment that re-
quire minimum care and maintenance.

w

ECONOMIC GOALS

To recognize and oplimize the opportunities offered by reconstruction of US 75 and im-
plementation of any rail systems being developed, resulting in ennanced corridor identlty, im-
proved marketing and increased Jand values.

Toenbance business opportunitles and thereby create a positive economlic impact on the com-
munilies.

OBJECTIVES

> To caprure revenues from enhanced land values in the area surrounding
any natural or built facilities along the "Corridor or Intetface Zone".

» 'To encourage publicprivate development and maintenance of the project
thst maximize alt available economic resources,

» ‘1o szek innovative funding mechanisms by which amenity components
can be implementad including private sector participation.

» To encourage maximum State Deparunent of Highways and Public
Transportation and local governmental participation in aesthetic improve-
ments to US 75,

VISUAL DESIGN PRINCIPLES » .

US 75 is visually intesactive in two ways, First, it presents itself as a dynamic experience 10
those who travel its length at high speed, 1tis a series of visual events experienced in sequence
("view from the raad"). The Lixpressway is, at the sume time, a static object establishing a tnajor
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presence through several communities of a densely populated and developed urban fabric. It
is heard, seen and sensed by persons who are not on the highway itself but may see it from
thelt neighborheod cammunity or look down at it from an offica high shove the Corridor ("view
of the rond™). The development of an amenities program must cansider these two aspects of
U875 simultancously, seeking to make the US 75 Corridor presence less obirusive where pos.
sible and, at the same time, allowing it to be a unique and distinctive part of Dallas and Col-
iin County as a visuli amenity.

several visual design principles can be Identified that address the "Aesthatic”, "Ald-to-User”

and "Ciood Neighbor” gouls. The key principles range from functional ("clarity”) to the more
abstract ("unity”).

CLARITY/ORIENTATION

The principle of clarity is (o promote clear communication. Major structures fncluding
bridges, walls and cantilevers, and minor structures including signs, Hghting and other appur-
tenances including landscaping on the US 75 Convidor should be simply and efficiently
designed.

The principie of nrientation relates 10 the importance of providing a sense of place and foca-
tion to the driver, On a highway that is at or above-grade, a driver can be cognizant of the pass-
ing scene while still concentrating on the rond straight ahead. This sense of orientation Is
ustally bused not only on instructional clues such as highway signs, but also on the ability to
see places or buildings that are viewed from a distance, approached and passed.

Speciat treatment of walls, where possible, and the introduction of distinctive detaits to
entrance/exit ramps and major intersections can be used to orient the driver to locations and
special nrcas slong the Corridor through whick the highway passes. Various land uses exhiblt
dist et characteristics from which design elements can be extracied and incorporated within
US 5 corridor, for example, special district signs, median 1reatment and unigue landscape
designs.

UNITY/CONTINUITY

These principles recogniza the "systems” nature of US 75 and {ts connections v other com-
ponents of the Corridor system and to local strests. Consistent functional engineering design
standards for roadway elements, uniformity of 1roffic control devices and lighting systems
stould provide strong visun! reinforcement of these relationships and enhance driver aware-
ness, Too much visual continuity can, however, create monotony and reduce orientation, Es.
tablishing the appropriate degree of variely snd orientation within a unified design context
with plant nuterials und arehitecture is o key objective of the visual design process. The "non-
function” design decisions relating Lo major expressway elements (color, texture, details) offer
opportunities 1o achieve variety within functional unity.
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VARIETY/SIMPLICITY

Variety and simplicity are the most abstract objectives in the aesthetics of highway design.
‘They relate to the need Lo avaid monotony and boredom, both for safety and aesshetic ressons
avoiding distructing over-eluborate design lreatments, Regarding views from the road, this
suggesls respecting the driver’s necessary preoccupalion with the safe, comfortable operation
of his vehicle, Visuat design treatment must, therefore, be bold and clear but not overwhebm-
ing or distracting. Rogarding views of the rond, this consists of avoiding "trendy” design trent
menls that are inconsistent with the long-term and public nature of the fucility, Providing for
an appropriate visual experience within the design context the Corridor will requlre con-
siderable forethought and planning,

ECONOMY

Pursuit of the above-deseribed principles must be carried out within an overall framewaork of
cost-effectiveness for beth capital and maintenance expenditures. The SDH&PT is commitied
10 aesthetic improvements that witl integrate the highways inta the environments, as evidenced
in the Landscape Development Matching Program to which the State Highway Commission
has committed funds for matching local public and private sector efforts.

Experience nationwide indicates that introdueing visual design quality and amenities Is not
primarily a matter of substantial capital costs. The additional capital cosls associnted with
achievement of enhanced visual quality {gll into twn categories: design (developient of over-
all concepts for plant materials wnd architectural festures and their careful integration into the
fina! englncering design), and construction (special detalls or introduction of non-standard
structure types). The costs of incrensed designvinanagement time ase very small as & percent-
age of total consiruction costs, ‘The marginal incrense represented by sich efforts during the
highway design process can have a substantirl impact on the quality of facilities that will last
nmny years,

Achievementof high visun! design quatity appears to depend primarily on the sponsoring high-
wiy agency’s comimiment (o aesthetics and amenities rigorously applied throughout the en.
tire design and construction process. Construction specifications and contractor quality
controt, for example, can make a erivicat difference,

Where additionat costs are invalved, SDH&PT policy implies that speclal treatments involy-
ing substantial expenditures and regular maintenance will depend un local government and
private sector flnancial support and infilative. Public and private initjative and fincaclal sup-
port is critical, “The strength of privite support will, in turn, be a function of the degree 10
which the community sees the amenities improvements along US 75 a5 being in thelr economi¢
interest,
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DESIGN ELEMENTS

The new design for the Corridor creates a highway with three dimensional elements: horizon-
tal improvemenis at grade such as paving, landscaping, sidewalks, eic. and vertical improve-
ments which extend above grade such as retalning walls, bridge sbutments, overpasses, street
fixtures, e1c.. Opporiunities for enhancing boih aspects of the project exist whichmust be care-
fully considdered for their role in the visual Impact of inrge scale consiruction elemems that
dominate highway views. Such amenitles are therefore viewed as; ™ any number of Improve-
ments which can inreduce or improve the qualtty and visual character of the corridor” {sce
glossary of terms).

HORIZONTAL FEATURES

The color and texiure of paving for service rouads, intersecting arterial streets, and pedestrian
ways combined with design detailed construction can provide interest and set a theme for a
given arca or district, The phased coastruction of the Corridor does not, however, allow for
the introduction of paving meterial chunges since much of the paving and retaining walls are
near completion. The possibility of retrofitiing textured treatments exists 1o highlight
pedestrian crossings at major interseciions although these amenities will be achieved a1 a
premium cost.

Those preas where landscape opportunities exist between the frontage road and the main lanes
of the highway may be lnrgely retainea as permeuble surface where grades sllow. In several
locations where walls are continuous snd landscape aréas are narrow, the introduction of some
nos-roadway paving or liardscape sutfacing will reduce the hnzards associated with long-term
financial burden of maintenance, Landscaping arens flanking the frontage roads and within
adjacent properties must be addressed, since these areas have asnbstantial impact on the over-
all landscape design considerations, specifically uniformity. The median treatmont shoold be
designed lo consider pedesttian safety, vehicle safely and the visual experience of the matorist,

VERTICAL FEATURES

Tho selection of structural clements hus historically been limited 10 standards adopted by the
SDHPT for repsated application on state and regional highway projecis. In an effort (o ad-
dress the primary visual structures of US 75, the Corridor's hardscape veitical treatments for
relnining walls, bridge faces and columns and caps were selected jointlv by the Citles of Dal-
las, Richurdson and Plono in 1986. The A-5 Maple Sugar color and vertical fractured fin tex-
re were selected and are heing implemented with current construciion.  Prior 1o the
formation of commitiee, A-5 and A-7 Maple Sugar colors were selecied by the Task Force to
replace the A.S color seheme, The signage, lighting standards and decorative wall treatments
are being implemented with current construction and are thesefore fixed,
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Severat advantages in complementing the motorists’ visual image rao be reahized by Luidscap-
ing the numerous overpasses or "fly-over” embunkinents. The bridge structures and railroad
crossings are the most visible elemets while driving the corridor. Therefore, every effort
shoultl be made 1o enhunce these verticul improvements,

Landscape materials that provide year around color and sceeening abilities should be used to

accent many of the vertical elements of the Carridor. In addition, visual interest may be added
by using cascading und climbing vines and tall shrubs,

MISCELLANEOUS FEATURES

Equatly fimportant visual elements such as traffie control equipment and overhead utilities
within the rights-of -way should be evaluated. High quality signadization and street sign stand
ards may be chosen that can distinguish special districts or types of development within a com-
munity. The overhend uility distribuiion system, although nacessary to provide service o
development atong the Corridor, need not be s domine  vertical element in the fandscape,
The implementation of underground utility placement can make n dramatic visual change to
the motorist and eliminate visual clutier a. busy intersections.

Numeraus opportunities to define the entry points into cities and coumizs should be explored.
Standard highway signage is fixed by the SDH&PT and can not be altered; however, arches,
special signage, plantings, etc. can be used on private or municipally owned properties 1o ag-
centunte transitions from one jurisdiction (o anothar, Special interest groups or municipal
task commitiees can be encourages to implerment this concept.

In addition to sidewalks along the fronage roads in the arcas of densely developed frontage,
pedestyian access continuity must alsa be maintalned at cross-sireets und bridges, Stream,
greenbeh, and pedestrian crossings should be accommodated where intersecting the corridor.
Accommodating drainage details at strenm crossings as part of the initial construction of the
project bus been finalized and will be implemented with construction. However, pedestrian
and greenbeli crossing should be evahisted, as necessary, by each municipality to ensure com-
pHance with adopted plans {or hike and hike trail and open spice systems with in the com-
munity. Additional pedestrisn considerations can be made at the intersections of major
.noroughfares and secondary street intersections of the Corridor,

' GRAML.SETTING ELEMENTS

The diversity in selection of ireatments such as color, texture and design form is diverse. The
uhimate sclection of these elements is too often left up (o the contractor in the fleld rather
thian being delibarately and carefully addressed through the design process. Al applications
in this regard must be carefully evalusted (o maintain a harmonious and uniform character for
improvements within the Corridor.

4
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LANDSCAPE CONSIDERATIONS

ORJECTIVES

To Improve the aesthetic qualities through the use of landscape materials (hardscape and
softscape design elements) in order to:

Enhunce views!

v

» Soften the visual impact of congrete;

Provide a unified visual experience for the motorist;

¥

Establish identity for communities or major intersections,

v

PARKWAYS

Parkways are primary considerations and should be safely designed for pedesirians and the
motorisl. Minimizing maintenance requirements, visual unity, views to and from adjacent
properties arc sli design considerations.

ADJACENT PROPERTIES

To provide landscaping requirements for abutting properties should conform to the design
guidelines of the Corridor. Some provision, however, should be made regarding strip devetop
ments such as retuit centers, office parks, and open gpace ureas where plant mararials may al.
ready exisl. The following concerns should be addressed and appropriate recommendations

made hased on:

> Solicitntion of input from property owners to develop landscape
guidelines within adjacent properties;

»  Review processes for landscape plans at the municipal lavel,

> Regulatory landscape requirements including: pedestrian casements,
lundscape easements, replacements of plant material and mainienance;

> Conflict of plantings with overhead and underground utilities;

0




BRIDGLES

Hridges provide opportunity to identify major Intersections and cross streets, Special atien-
tion shouid be placed on the relationship of plantings to bridge walls since these structures are
dominant visual fegtures. Since views to bridge walls from abuting properiies supersede those
from the main langs, unique walk and fandscape combinations within these areas shonld not
interrupt the overat uniformity of the corridor, Specialized signage and Highting al major in-
tersections may be implerented with little departure from the ather unifying elements of the
Corridor,

OVERPASSES

Embankments provide the greatest apportunity for munlcip..: identity and participation since
they are viewed by all motorists iraveling the Corridor, ‘These aeeas will also require the
highast level of municipal inaintenance responsibility owing to municipal ownership,

MEDIANS

Medians ae the largest open arens within the right-of-way, where significant opportunities for
landscoping exist, Visibility, maintenance, motorist safety, irrigation, and surface and subsure
face utilities are primary considerations. Design should employ plant material replacement
constraints and policies.

PLANT MATERIALS

Standards for uniform plant material size, type, ond spacing should be established, SDH&PT
sofety design criteria should be incarporated into the lundscaping guidelines. Municipalities
and shutting property owners should be provided with & plant pallet and percentage require-
ments for review by the City, Assistance should be offered to abutting propérty owners during
theie design and review prucess.

IRRIGATION

Irrigution should provide water 1o trees and shrubs for Iarge turfl areas considering water con-
servotion, rond spray, and maintenance costs as primary concerns, Municipalities should be
respansible for irrigation sleeve locations,

MAINTENANCE

{nterlocal maintenance contracts establishing high quality standards will be promoted, Hévh
standards of maintenance for landscape areas within each municipality (i.e. cross streets and
bridge abutments) should be established. Privale property ownet assoctations should consider
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adopting o purticipating in simtilar maintenance agreements to provide a uniform level of ser-
vice and landscape appenrance throughout the project and to protect the lnndscape invest-
memt.

AMENITIES PLANNING GUIDELINES

PURPOSE/USE

Purpose: To provide a planning tool for present and future amaniiies developmentinthe US
7% Corridor, north of 1. 635 and south of $.H,121, The guldelines are intended to insure clarlty,
urity, continuity and specific planning guidelines for common areas of concern of the entitles
and davelopments involved, withou! Impeding creativity and individual design solutions.

Use: The Plonping Guidelines are to be used by governmental entities, as well as adjacont
properiy development and redevelopment desigriers, 10 accomplish the purposes of the Cor-
vidor Amenities Guidelines.

Application;

The guidelines for landscape froniage development within the right-of-way are based on the
lineur feet of frontage slong ench right-of-way. The requirements are the same for public and
private propertios, For private property, the application of plant rmaterlals must be met within
the "interface zone" (ie: the area of tand outside of the State Highway right-of-way, extending
30 feet into adjacent properiies, 300 feetinto the right-of-way’s of major intersections and 150
feet into the right-of-way's of secondary Intessections, The sketch helow {llustrates the area
as defined.

- -L.. Private Property
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LANDSCAPING

‘The minimum planiing requirements for areas within the Corridor are as follows;

1. One Primary Tree and one Primary Tree Shrub shall be required for every 50
linear feet or portion of frontage or two Tree Shrubs shall be accepted in place of
une Tree however, 5O percent of the requirement for Trees must be mey;

2. Adjacent properties shall provide a minimum 10 foot wide tandscape bufter
and Bedeszriun necess easement along the entire length of a lot where adjacent 1o
the US 75 right-of-way line and Interface Zone, except that the buffer strip need
nat exceed 10 percent of the lot depth sccording to the filed plat.

3. Required plant materials shall be located within 30 fect of the property line,
within the interface zone,

« PRIMARY TRI:ES shall be Bald Cypress, minimum 4" caliper and shat! conslst
of 50 percent of the requirement,

« PRIMARY TREE SHRUBS shall be Crape Myrtle and Yaupon Holly, mini-
mun 8’ in height and shall consist of $0 percent of the réquirement and.

o PRIMARY SHRUHAS shall be dwarf nandina, minimum 2 galton and shall con-
sist of 25 percent of the quantity of shrubs used.

s PRIMARY GROUND COVER shal be Asion Jasming, | gailon when
groundcover is selected for use within 10 feet of the right-of-way.

+ SECONDARY TREES shall be Red Onk and Live Ouk, minimum 3" culipor
shall consist of 25 percent of the requirement,

» SECONDARY TREE SI{RUBS shatl be at the discretion of the designer and
consist of a maximum 50 percent of the requirement,

o SECONDARY GROUND CCOVER if used shall be at the discretion of the
designer und shall be placed a minimum of 10 feet back of the right-ofway,

o TERTIARY TREES shall be minimum 3" caliper which may be ai the discre.
tion of the desigirer and shall not exceed 25 percent of the requirement and

Additlonal landscape considerations are thal;

» Proposed additions o existing developments and developments which
have building setbacks geealer than fifty feet with no parking in front of
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the building and Jemanstrate o satisfactory landscape uppearance sholl be
exerapt from these guidelines.

Exceplion 10 g guldiine requirement inay be given where it con be
demonsirated by a designer thit views, excessivs grades, utility place-
ment, or other obstiuctions prohibit practical plucement of plaint
materials as required,

All parking and outdoor storage areas adjacent to the bulfer zone shall be
screaned with architectural and/or landscape materials {chosen from the
approved plant list). Earihen berris shall atso be considered to address
screening {ssues; howaver, shrubs used to screen parking areas should be
3 feet maximum height.

PARKING LOY ACPEEMING

Native plant maleriats and design layout should be considered when ap-
proaching or crossing major creeks or tributaries which imersect US 75,
A natural free-form planting seyle, for expmple, may be more appropriate
than a geometric design when adjacent 10 a creek.

All plants shali be chosen from the approved plant lisi and shall meet the
minimum standards of the American Associatlon of Nurseryman for plant

sizes,
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U.S. 75 Corridor Approved Plantl List

Min, Widtly Ball Size

TREES Min, Haight! Calipsr
PRIMARY
Pald Cyprass ... ... ... . . . .28
Taxochium Distichum
SECONDARY
tvaOak ... ... ... ... ... 14'/§'
Quercus virginiana
Hed Oak ..............,...... T4
Quoarcys shumardi
TERTIARY
Swoolgum . ... L. L IL¥LN
Liquigambar styrcr‘iffua
Codar Eim . N L .-
vimus cmss:fnha
Hongylocust Shademaster . . . 14'/5/
Glodhsia iriacanthog ‘Shademaster’
Golden Rainlres ... . ... ... 10'/4'
Koglrauleria pinicuiata
Texas ASh .. .. ... ..., 14'14'

Fraxirius volubing ‘Mo Grande’
BurrOak . . ... e
QUBIcus macrocerpa

Escarmant Qak ... ........ .. 1475
Quercus fusitormis

..........

...........

...........

...........

...........

vy
3z

....... e

....... e
A ' 3

Min, Width / Ball 8ize

TREE SHRAUAS Min.  Helght:Caliper
PRIMARY
Yaupon Holly . ... ... e A YA

fhiax vomatoria
Crapo Myatle .. ... ........ ....8%
Lagorslionia indica

SECONDARY
Oeckiuous Yaupon . ... ..... ... 6y
figx dycidua
Natve Hawthom ... ... ... .. .. LYRY
Cralegus spp.
Southern Crabapple ... . ... .. LAY
Malus app.
Chingse Pistache .. . ... ... ., N VA K
Pigtacia chinensis

..........

............

............

------------

Moxican Plumy ... ... ... .. .80 ..

Proitsy moxicarne

WaMytlle ... ... BT

Myrica carilers

1§

Ce A canesf2!

...... A canoy/?

...... 4 canos/2’
. .4 canps/2’
...... 2 vz s
...... 2 yjerpes”
2

...... 4 panes/?’




PRIMARY

SECONDARY

SHRUBS Min. Helght Caliper
Nandina ... 1210 .,
Nandina domostica
Owarf Burdord Holty .., . .. 12092 ... ... .. . ...
Hax cornina ‘busfordi nana’
Abella Grandifors . ... .. ... SNy o
Abslig granditiors
Barbary ... ..o e BB L
Barbery 3pp.
Red Yucea .. ... DT 1) 2 1.

Hasparglos parviiior

Toxas ags ... . ..., B
Leucopyllum frutascans

Indian Hawthorn ... ... ... . 247248 ... ........ ... ....
Raphininpsis indica

Native ELmao .. ............. arme .. e
Rhus typhing

Dward Ciape Myrtie . . ......... NS L i
Lagerstromia indica 'nana’

Pholenlm .. ........... . .... B/ -

Pholenls lrasor!
Dwarl Yaupon Hoily . . . . AN & £11) SN
tiax vonyloria ‘nang’

..........

Pampas Grass . ... ... .. 1+ 7' |

Covlederia selioans

GRND. COVERS/VINES Min. HL/ Min, Wdt.

PRIMARY
Aslan Jasming . ... ..., ... . N L

Tracheiosperum Asfalicum

SECONDARY
Purpie Wanter Creeper . . Canfull wig™ runnere ... ... ... ...

Euonymi:8 colaratus

SERtOlng . .. .. e 38 . e

Santolina virens

Trumpet Ving . ........ .., e fullonstake . ........ ..., ..

Campsis radicany

Coral Honaysuckde . .. .. .. .. 5 {lionstake ... ......

Lonicera sompirvirens

Purple Honeysuckle . ... ... ... 1282 ..o

Lonicera japonica ‘purperia’

virginia Croagpef ... . ..... .. I fullonsake . . ... ...,

Parihonociasus quingifolia

Lady Banks Rosa . ... .., co 10l on stake

Rosa bankgisw (ules

Wisiarls ... ... .. ... 4 Wtionstake ... ...,

Wistoria sinansis
Vinca (major} ... ..... Ceeena &0
Vinca mafor
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L e e

Apptlcation

Common Bermuda ..............« ...« o ..., . Seed or Hydromulch
Cynodon duclylon

Fascues .. .......... oo - Saed of Hydiomulch
Fesiuca rubia

Duftalo Grass ... ... ... ... ... . e .. Boed
Buchioe ductyloides

s

el

i

ey
AL ey
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IRRIGATION

The longevity and hardiness of plant materials will depend primurily on irrigation, Varlows
forms of irrigatfon including Leoky Pipe, Aqua-Pore and Dripirrigation should be investigated
further to determine which system is best suited for various applications within planting and
ietf areasin the Corridor and Intarface arens. Specific selection of anirigation system should:
» Limit ovee- spray onto adjacent roadways;
> Compliment short term maintanance of areas which will be self sustaining
and long term maintenance of areas which are dependent on lrrigation
yeas around;
> Conserve water to the grea. sst exient possible,
Recommendations or irrigation systems within the corridor and interface zone include:
> frrigation of turfl aress In large areas with a quick-coupler system;

» leaky Pipe irrigation of planter beds and Iree locations for Phase I to test
ity appropriateness for other phases.

MAINTENANCE

A long term interlocal mainienance ngresment shall be established for the Corridor and In-
terface ZZone, The agreement shall specify a level of maintenance agrecable to all parties and
shalt specify gn independent maintenance firm vo carry out maintenance responsibilities,
Private property owners withinthe Interface Zone should enter into a maintenance agreement
which specifies a level of maintenance equal to the municipality in which it {s locoted and
should agree to specify an independent maintenance firm to carry out maintenance respon-
sibilities,

ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

The design of retaining walls, pedesician overpasses, or any other architectural elements (not
to Include individua! buildings) shatl be of a color and texture harmonlous with these adopted
for the Cortidor,

Screening ol ouldoor storpge areas, dumpsters, vehicles, ete, within visual range of US 75 shall
be designed with barmonious colors, materials, and textures to that of hardscape improve-
ments within the Corridor,  Although specific recommendations are not comtained herein,
cach muslcipality should incorporate this clement for considerasion of site plan and / or
landscape plan review.

18
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HARDSURFACE FLEMENTS
] Hardsurface elements such as sidewalks, paved planter edges, pedestrian crosswalks, ete, shalt
3 be construcied of the adopted paving colors and materials. Graphic examples are provided
3 below;
3
1 v
A
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; PEDESTRIAN OVERPASSES

Pedestrian averpasses shull bo constructed of materials and colors ss adopted for use within
the Corridor,

| UTILITIES

Al public utility boxes (le: switch gear, traffic control, ¢te.) shall be screened from sight where
possible, Where possible, overhead utility lines shall be placed underground or routed away
from the Corridor (behind adjacent properiies, away from major and minor intersections),

STREET FURNITURE AND SIGNAGE

All street furndture and signage standards beyond the State Highway right-of-way should be at
the discretion of the municipality in which it Is located.




ILLUSTRATIONS:

1. MAJOR INTERSECTION PLAN VIEW AND DRIVERS PERSPECTIVE
2. MAJOR INTERSECTION AERIAL PERSPECTIVE

3, MINOR INTERSECTION PLAN VIEW AND DRIVERS PERSPECTIVE

4. MINOR INTERSECTION AERIAL PERSPECTIVE

5. OVERPASS PLAN VIEW AND DRIVERS PERSPECTIVE

6. OVERPASS AERIAL PERSPECTIVE
7. MEDIAN ENHANCEMENT i
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GLOSSARY

DEFINITION OF TERMS

ADJACENT PROPERTY: any property which is contiguous to the US 75 right-
of-way or intersecting sireels as defined herein,

ADOPTED COLOR: Any color which has been specificaily adopied for use on
various structures in the Corridor,

ADOPTED HARDSURFACE PAVING: Any specific, unique paving material
(other than the standard highway concrete finish) adopted by each municipality,
The paving used for speclal road surfaces, pedestrian ways and other hard-sur-
face areas, which are to bo constructed within the Corridor of each municipality,

ADOPTED LIGHTING: Any style lighting which has been specifically adoptad
for use in the Corridor.

ADOPTED SIGNAGE; Any signage which has been specifically adopted for
use in the Corridor.

ADOFTED TEXTURES: Any texture which has been specifically adopted for
use on various structures In the Corridor.

AMENITIES: Any element in the Corridor which can be Introduced to improve
the quality of the space, to Include bug not be limited to color, texiure, plants
special hardsuifaces, irrigation, lighting, signs, ete.

BUFFER, LANDSCAPE/PEDESTRIAN: The 10 foot wide area behind the
state right-of -way line which is privately owned.

CORRIDOR: The area defined by tha State Highway R.O.W, and the Interface
Zone,

DEVELOPMENT: Any amenity Iimprovement which occurs in the Cotrldor,

GORE AREA: The area cxtending from the Gore Poinl back to the Outside
Median. The area is notmaily paved and striped,

QORE POINT: The point where the intersection of the line created by the out-

side freeway tane and the line created by the freeway side Jans of an exit or
entrance samp,
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INTERFACE ZONE: The area of land outside and adjacent to the State High-
way Right of Way, extending 30 feet luito the adjacent properties, 300 feei into
R.O.W.'s o major iniersections. and 150 feet into R.OW.'s of secondary intes-
sections,

LANDSCAPE FASEMENT: Any easement in the Corridor which allows for
pubilic landscape doveloptient,

FREETHAN: That area within the Siate Highway right-of-way between the main
lanes snd the frontags roads,

OVERPASS: Thoroughfare or rail siructure which passes over the Corridor but
does not have direclt access to the Corridor,

PEDESTRIAN EASEMENT: An easement in the Corridor dedicated by plat or
separate instrument which allows for public pedestrian traffic,

PRIMARY GROUNDCOVER: A specific groundeover which is used in a
specifle percentage.

PRIMARY TREE: A specific tres which is used in a specific percentage.

PRIMARY TREE SHRUBS: Specific tres shrubs which are used in a spacific
percentage.

PRIMARY SHRUBS: Specific shrubs which are used in a specitic percentage.”

RETAINING WALL: A wall which is used to hold soli secure of intact in the
Corridor.

SCREENING WALLS: Any architectural structure in the Corridor which Is con-
structed for visual or noise considerattons,

SECONDARY GROUNDCOVER: Groundcover of the designers cholcs token
fron: the plani pallet. The primary groundcover has priority over secondary
groundcovers if discrétion is appropriste.®

SECONDARY TREES:  Specific trees which aro used in a specific psrcentage*
in any development which can sccommodate trees in the Corridor. The primary
tece bas priority aver econdary irees if discretion Is appropriate.®

 SECONDARY TREE SHRUB: Tree shrubs of the designers choice taken from
the approved plant list. ‘The primary tree shrubs have priotity over secondary
tree shrubs if discretion is appropriate.*




B s bt e o o NP DUNY IPE R 54

i PR : B R S R e e PN PN P SRSV F A - S Y 0 O S P U S SAE L BN S R I T RIS SPC S PURE L SRR SR RN TR s S ieeni ’ . ITErS P . oo R ey s .

- " a5 . ‘ i . oy : - : P

5 HE D L -
P P .- - et . U

STATE HIGHWAY R.O.W.. The area of land beiween the R.O.W. lines of US
75, north of | 635 and south of 5H 121,

TERTIARY TREES: Trees of the designers cholee taken from the plant list,
The prismary and secondary irees have priority over Tertiary trees if discretion is
appropriate.*

TREE: A verticat plant which has a trank size of 3 to 4 inches in caliper or
grealer as measured 6 above the grade line (ball).

TREE SHRUB: A vertical plant which does not have & trunk size of greater
than 4 Inches.

UNDERPASS: A thoroughfare or rail structure which passes under the Cor-
ridor but does not have direct access to the Corridor,

UNIFIER: Any amenity which is specified by name and s required to be used in
cerain cases in developments in the Corridoy.

UTILITY EASEMENT: Any utility easement which is located in or intersects
with the Corridor.

* Exceptlon may be given where it can be demonstrated by a designer that views, excessive

gradas, utility placemeny, or ather obstructions prohibit practical placement of plant materials
O percentages as reguired,

3
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