RANCHO EL ALAMO PINTADO ADOBE

LANDMARK NUMBER:

KNOWN AS:

PHYSICAL ADDRESS:

LOCATION:

TYPE OF SITE:

RESOLUTION
NUMBER:

LANDMARK DATE:

DESIGNATION
OBTAINED BY:

PAST OWNERS:

12

Rideau Winery Tasting Room
1562 Alamo Pintado Road, Solvang

West side of Alamo Pintado Road between Solvang and
Ballard

Wine Tasting Room

77-99
February 22, 1977

Nomination by Mrs. G. Gifford Davidge
587 Refugio Road, Santa Ynez

Daniel B.W. Alexander and a Mr. Grundy

Alden Boyd

Samuel and Eileen de la Cuesta (1937-?)

Samuel de la Cuesta trust (after Mr. de la Cuesta’s death)
and occupied by his grandsons, Dana and Kevin Merrill,
and their father King Merrill

Valley Improvement Company (pre-1992 to 1996)
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CURRENT OWNER: Iris Rideau
1568 Alamo Pintado Road, Solvang, CA 93464

CHANGES/ Converted to a wine tasting room and a non-conforming
ALTERATIONS: 346 square foot addition.

CONDITION: Excellent

DESCRIPTION:

This two story adobe residence with a wood frame addition on a 21 acre
parcel was built in 1884 by two Englishmen, D.B.W. Alexander and a Mr. Grundy.
The Fonda del Alamo Pintado was established in 1899 by Alden M. Boyd, a pioneer
grower and founder of Los Olivos. It was managed briefly by Mrs. Lorraine
McMurray and then by Francis M. Shaw. Under his management, the Alamo Pintado
Inn became one of the most famous resorts in California. When Shaw did not
renew his lease, the Inn was operated by Mattei’s Tavern as a place to house
overflow guests.* The main house contained a sitting room, four large bedrooms, a
bathroom, and an office. In an adjoining building connected to the adobe were a
large dining room, two bedrooms, and a kitchen. There were also two cottages
containing four bedrooms and a bath each which had been moved onto the
property by one-time owner Alden Boyd. Sunny verandas and big live oak trees
surrounded the buildings.?

RESOURCES:

Undated and unsigned typed document giving the history of the property
(Perhaps written by the then tenants, Dana and Kevin Merrill and their
father King Merrill in the early 1970s)

1992 Nomination form submitted by Edwards & Pitman, architects to have
the non-conforming addition approved along with a new addition

! Undated and unsigned document relating the history of El Alamo Pintado
? Ibid
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RESQLUTIOM OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE

CoUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THAT
RANCHO LEL ALAMO PINTADO ADROCRE,
LOCATED SOUTH OF BALLARD IS AN
HISTORICAL LANDMARK WORTHY OF
PROTECTION UNDER ORDINANCE NO.
1716, AND DESIGMATING RANCHO
EL ALAMO PINTADO ADOBE AS
HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO. 12,

RESOLUTION NO. 77.99

WHEREAS, RANCHO EL ALAMO PINTADO ADOBE, located along
Alamo Pintado Road, south of Ballard, has an historical interest
to the general public as a landmark in Santa Barbara County; and

WHEREAS, on January 13, 1977, the Santa Barbara County
Historical Landmark Advisory Committee declared Rancho El Alamo |
Pintado Adobe to be an historical landmark pursuant to the
proviasions of Ordinance No. 17}6 of the County of Santa Barbara{
and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Sanﬁa:Barbara deems Rancho El Alamo Pintado Adobe to be worthy
of prbtection and preservation as such historical landmark;

. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

1. The Board of Supervisors, having duly set a public
hearing for February 22, 1977, has heard all iﬁterested parties.
ané has closed said publ%c‘hearing.

2. The Board of Supervisors hareby declares Rancho El
Alamo Pintado Adobes to be Historical Landmark No. 12, phrsuant to
Ordinance No. 1716 of the County of Santa Darbara.

PASSED and ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Santa Barbara, State of California this 994 day of

February . 1977, by the following vote:
17/ | ' . /17
/77 ' /77
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AYES:  David M. Yager, Robert E, Ksllman, William B,
z Wallace, Robert L, Hedlund, Harrell Fletcher
3 NOES: "~ None
4 ABSENT: o 0o
5 PARPELL FIETCHER
¢ Chai{rman, Board of Supervisors
7
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11 HOWARD C. ‘ MENZEL, COUNTY CLERK

121 BY  1RENE GILBERT (SEAL)

Deputy Clerk
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IW{iStOFY O{ Our 1584 Ac]o[aa and Our Wine Tasting Room
“The First Guest Ranch in the Santa yns:z \/aﬂcyg

The Rideau Vineyard
with its graceful Califor-
nia Oaks and beautiful

weeping valley views is
home to the historic
slamo Pintado Adobe,
originally a very popular
uuﬂsl ranch on the once

hdt ranf rom Sama Ynez
to Santa Barbara.

After a succession of
andowners in the late 1800s, two Ln-
glish remittance men purchased the
land and built the two-story adobe in
584,

bams

The property evolved into a peaceful
and beautiful guest ranch owned by A.
M. Bovd who also owned the Los Ofi-
vas Ranch. Boyd's property at Los Oli-
vos was the center of social and intel-
lectual gatheringsin the Santa Ynez Val-
iey. The property became known as the

El Alamo Pintado Inn, or “painted cot-
tonwood” and was so called because of
atreepainted with Indian symbols that
was present on the land at that time.

In the early 1900s the Adobe with its
four bedrooms, dining room and sunny
verandas as well as four outer cottages
became a famnous resort. The rates in
1910 were {rom $2.50 per day and $12-
15 perweek. The Inn becamevcw chic
and attracted many notables. Guem

enjoyed exquisite din- '
ners in the Adobe and
lemonade on the ve-
randa overlooking the
lilacs in the spring and
golden vellow cotion-
woods in the {all.

As years went by, the
Adobe found itsslf
barelv surviving as a
working ranch. in the
late 1900s, the property
was abandoned until Iris Rideau pur-
chased it in August, 1996 with a vision
to rescue the once famous inn. From
weeds, peeling paint and collapsed
structures the Adobeh asonce aga
come a place ol old-fashioned b SICHICIES

is truly a place that makes

:oug 1you are coming home.
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tve peape varieties

becames one of the many

nglishman Gearpe Lewis, founder of the

by the King of Spair and supenvised oy

name Alamo Pintado comes froma giant Cottonwood
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men, Danied B W, Alexander and Fred Grandy on 160 acre
300 acres planted with 6,600 peach, 1,000 prune trees

Timclinc of the Rideau \/incyaré Propcrt}'

he vroperty and runs it as ranct
aban-
al Enropean
Ming,
I
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King and Elenita

wlo Adobe,

ated as County Historical

i

Restoration of Adobe and construciion of Rideau Vineyard

T aeres of Rhione vinderasowill be plaonted B the 8

1852 1 Granted to Caesar Lataillade, a Frenchman, but grant revoked

1899 1 Boyd estabiishes La Fonda (Inn) def Alamo Pintado muving
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