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Upon its Citizens Depends the Realization o f the Ideal W atertown.

V IE W  O F  C E N T R E  OF ID E A L  W A T E R T O W N  I RON! B E A CO N  S Q U A R E .  B Y  F R A N K  B I R D  M A S T E R S .

Young Men’s Assembly. -

Five new members were added at the Young Men’s 
Assembly meeting, February 16 ,— Messrs. W. A. Howard. 
J. M. Whittemore, H. L. Wilson, R. W. Gilkey and George 
M Blazo. This, said the president, Mr. Walter B. Snow, 
carries the membership above 150, and we shall soon 
have a waiting list.

The occasion was one of unusual interest and attraction. 
Hung upon the walls, or placed upon easels around the 
hall, were numerous sketches and diagrams, which had 
been prepared by local architects and engineers, members 
of the Assembly, descriptions of which are given in other 
parts of this paper. The ideals represented are, some of 
them, very near to becoming realized, while others are 
more remote. Many members of the Assembly, and 
their invited friends, examined the various drawings very 
closely and warmly expressed their admiration.

Before introducing the speakers. President Snow 
referred to the fact that, two years ago, at a meeting of 
the Assembly, which had been devoted to the considera­
tion of “ The f uture of Watertown," one of the speakers 
stated that enough, work had been laid out by the meeting 
to last twenty \< .u- ' V o  u!< i t continued, “ many of

- Ideal Watertown Meeting.
those ideals have become realities, and it is time, now, U 
establish new ideals. Few towns have such an opportunit) 
for improvement as Watertown looks forward to in th< 
development of the Charles river parkway."

Mr. Frederick Law Olmstead. Jr., landscape architec 
for the Metropolitan Park Commission, was introduced 
An outline of his remarks w ill be found in another column

Mr. Wilbur F. Learned, the towrn engineer, explainec 
his plans for laying out the new Walker &  Pratt park, anc 
for a new station and beautiful grounds between Churcl 
and Spring streets.

Mr. Frank Bird Masters described his water-coloi 
sketch, and spoke of the difficulties of time and weathei 
in preparing the picture.

Messrs. Curtis W. Bixby, W. A. Norris, Arthur 1*. Gray 
and F. F. Elvin explained then ideals, briefly: anc 
President Snow read a letter pertaining to Mr. Ralph (. 
Henry's design for a new railroad station.

A vote of thanks was passed to the officers of the As 
semhlv and all those who had aided in nuking the 
** Ideal " meeting of the Young Men s Assembly such < 
decided succe ss.



The Latest Watertown Production in Stoves

HE Home Crawford, illustrated on this page, is beyond question the finest range ever produced in this country. It
is so entirely different from other ranges in construction as to mark an important step forward in stove 

manufacture. The oven is larger than in other stoves of nominally the same size. The oven rack is arranged to be 
placed at five different heights, so that meats may be roasted in the oven at the same time that puddings or pies
are cooking beneath it.

A single one-piece sliding regulator controls the operation of the range. This sliding damper has three locations 
plainly marked,— one for kindling, one for baking, and one for checking. The usual confusion regarding dampers is 
avoided. The cook has only a single damper to adjust, and the liability of making mistakes is much less than in other 
ranges The damper is the first one, so far as is known, to be accurately fitted by a machinist, so that leakage is
impossible.

1 he appearance of the range is very much improved by curving the edges of the top, the shelf below the oven 
door, the hearth, etc. Other ranges appear very old fashioned after having seen the Home Crawford. All the edges 
are finished by curved steel bands nickel plated over copper.

There are three styles of grates, and any style of grate is instantly removable without disturbing any of the fire­
box parts. To fully explain the merits of this range would be impossible in this space. Inspection and comparison 
are invited. *

Besides this new range, the makers are offering the Prince Crawford, which is a medium-priced range, unexcelled 
iri fine working qualities.

The same company makes the Walker and Equator furnaces for house heating. The latter furnace has had a very 
large run in New England, many Watertown and Newton residences being fitted with one of these heaters. The 
company has recently made a specialty of combination house heating, using hot water for the purpose of reaching 
remote rooms difficult to reach by hot air.

WALKER & PRATT MFG. CO.,
Originators and Manufacturers of excellent cooking and heating apparatus. 

W ATERTOW N  STORE, Galen Street. BOSTON STORE, 31-35 Union Street.



The Charles R iver Improvement.

Mr. Frederick Law Olm- 
stead, Jr., who, from his con­
nection with the Metropolitan 
Park Commission as a land­
scape architect, is well quali­
fied to speak on the subject of 
the Charles River parkway, 
gave a description before the 
Young Men's Assembly of the 
work already accomplished 

by the Commission in taking land along the river shores. 
The land takings, as far as available, are now about com­
pleted from the river mouth to Newton Upper Falls. It 
is not the policy of the Commission to seriously disturb 
manufacuring interests, but elsewhere a tract of land, 
varying from fifty to two hundred feet in width, has been 
secured for a large part of the distance, allowing part of 
the way for driveways along the stream, and in other 
parts simply for fringes of trees to screen from the river 
view the factories or dwellings. Throughout Watertown 
the river bank, both sides, has been nearly all secured, 
with only certain necessary interruptions, one being the 
Water Works property which the town has now taken into 
its possession. Mr. Olmstead said he hoped the project 
of a dam across Charles river at Cottage Farm would be 
carried out, as the result of this and the parkway would 
be to make the Watertown section one of the most 
beautiful on the line of the river, providing just as 
charming scenery as is seen on the upper reaches of the 
stream above the Waltham dam to-day.

In concluding, he said it was well for Watertown to set 
forth high ideals of its own ; for, if the people will agitate, 
these ideals can be carried to fulfilment much more 
readily than those, who undertake the task, are apt to 
think.

l ht‘ New School House.

The committee which the town appointed to select a 
site and procure plans for a new school house has held a 
number of meetings, and given the subject thorough 
consideration. In response to a vote of the committee, 
several of the resident architects of Watertown have 
prepared plans, in competition, which are now in the 
hands of the committee. A number of sites hive also 
been considered, and the committee will make a report 
to the town at the annual March meeting. The outline 
of specifications, as made by the committee, calls for an 
eight room building of brick with stone trimmings, to 
accommodate about four hundred pupils; with all the 
modern ideas as to clothes, toilet and teachers' rooms 
and other conveniences. The basement will be well 
lighted and allow for heating and ventilating apparatus. 
Mr. Kdward T. Porter is chairman ot the committee.

Mr. Frank Bird Masters’ Dream.

A very attractive and pleasing water-color drawing, 
shown at the Assembly meeting, was that by Mr. Frank 
Bird Masters. The looker-on is supposed to be stand­
ing near Dr. L. B. Morse’s residence and gazing up 
Main Street. On the right is shown prominently the 
the new ideal Otis building : while on the left is disclosed 
a beautiful expanse of river parkway, rich with summer 
foliage. A broad avenue forms an extension of Mt. 
Auburn Street to Galen Street. And Mr. Masters 
evidently believes that even bicycles will not have gone 
out of fashion before his vision has become a practical 
reality.

The drawing alluded to is reproduced upon a preced­
ing page.

The sketches upon this page are bv the same artist. 
The one showing the monstrous gas-holder is decidedlv 

suggestive.

It is understood that plans have been prepared f o r  a 

new station on the Fitchburg Railroad, at \rsenal or 
Union Market by Mr. W. W. Lummus. architect, of 
Boston, who has planned several stations for that railroad, 
including the new one at North Cambridge. Such a 
station is needed at Arsenal, to have well-kept grounds, 
and be in keeping with the new village, which enterprise 
and thrift are building up in that vicinitc so rapidlv. It 
is difficult to estimate how swift will be the growth of 
East Watertown, with its great manufacturing industries.

The extension of the North Beacon Street electric line 
to connect with the Boston system is certain to come 
and wiil be of much benefit. Under present conditions, 
railway connection with Brighton and Allston is round­
about and unhandy.

More and more clearly will the public see the neces­
sity for widening Galen Street, and for a double track on 
that avenue to Newton. Galen Street should be made 
at least eighty feet in width.

■ , ,  .. v *
’’W t p 'z r . y '  S S t w L -



BIRD’S EYE VIE W OF IMPROVEMENTS IN CENTRE OF TOWN, BY CURTIS W.  BIX BY.

Watertown in Pen and Ink.
Mr. Curtis W. Bixby. architect, exhibited at the Young 

-Men s Assembly an elaborate and finely wrought pen- 
and-ink sketch of Watertown, as it is, in combination 
with ideal improvements. His point of view was from 
across the river, and the picture showed the Walker & 
Pratt premises transformed into a beautiful park. A 
new stone bridge of attractive design spans the Charles 
river, and pleasure boats are seen on the stream. A new 
bath house and casino is indicated in place of the wooden 
building now used by the Lewando dye works. The 
proposed new Otis building is shown at the corner of 
Main and Spring Streets and the ideal town hall design 
on Kelly’s corner. He thinks that within ten years his 
dream will be realized.

By thus bringing into evidence in a single drawing the 
various designs for individual properties, Mr. Bixby has 
succeeded in giving a most realistic conception of the 
wonderful possibilities in the way of beautifying the 
centre of the town. Much of this is far from chimerical. 
I he time cannot be far distant when the Metropolitan 
I ark ( ommission will begin to improve the banks of the 
( harles. It is then probable that some satisfactory solu­
tion of the question of maintaining constant water level 
will have been arrived at and Watertown will thus be- 
< omu the head of navigation. As the proposed river- 
bank boulevard must cross the river near the present 
bridge, it is evident that improvement at this point must 
of necessity be a natural result.

Notes.
When the Washington Street bridge is completed, 

Watertown will recognize the convenience of an electric 
line via Oak Square and Mt. Auburn.

One point which our real estate owners should not 
overlook is the increase in value to adjacent estates 
which will result from removing the old foundry building, 
and laying out the grounds as a park. This leads us to 
remark that a new business block at the corner of Main 
and Pleasant Streets, on the Batchelder estate, would 
greatly add to the attractiveness of our town centre.

An interest has already been awakened in the matter 
of a better care of our town cemeteries. The town en­
gineer, Mr. Wilbur F. Learned, has, by request of the 
proper authorities, made an estimate of the cost of put­
ting the Arlington Street cemetery into a good condition, 
and enclosing the grounds with a neat, substantial iron 
fence. He estimates that for one hundred dollars the 
ground can be given a heavy top dressing, be spaded 
over, levelled off and seeded, so as to make a smooth 
and verdant lawn. This part of the work is the least 
expensive and the most important, as, with suitable care, 
the premises could be kept neat and tidy.

The Ideal Watertown meeting of the Young Men’s 
Assembly should serve to stimulate local pride, to show 
the wonderful opportunity for improvement and to create 
definite public opinion, the influence of which will bring 
these things to pass.
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Improvement of Old Foundry and Adjacent 
Property.

The plan involves the widening of Galen Street from 
the Newton line to Main Street to the full width of 
eighty feet. The acute angle, formed by the junction of 
Galen and Main Streets, is curved liberally, and Main 
Street between Galen and Mt. Auburn Streets is also 
widened to eighty feet. Mt. Auburn Street is extended, 
and with the roadway connecting the strips of land taken 
by the Metropolitan Park Commissioners on opposite 
sides of the river and on opposite sides of the bridge, 
will comprise a continuous street to Newton. The 
width adopted is eighty feet. The Delta, formed by the 
streets and roadway within the area already secured, is 
shown in the drawing to be arranged for a fountain 
surrounded by a broad walk, with paths extending to 
the travelled streets.

Double tracks for street-car service are laid in Galen 
and Main Streets, with a single track in the roadway 
connecting the reservations of the commissioners. The 
advantages derived from such disposition of this prop­
erty, as shown on the sketch, will be: tistl excellent 
street-car service by continuous carriage without unneces­
sary stops and delays; (ad) better facilities for business; 
(3d) the beautifying of the central part of our village, 
which otherwise would be unpleasant and unsightly; 

|)i 1 a -iiii !'■  • , accommodations;

(5th) an opportunity is offered the town, by conjoint action 
with the Metropolitan Park Commissioners, to widen 
Galen Street bridge, and make the centre of our village 
the beauty spot of our town. It should be mentioned 
in this connection that the original plan of this property, 
showing the connection of the reservations by a road­
way. was kindly loaned me by the chairman of the com­
mittee, Hon. E. F. Porter, appointed by the citizens to 
consider the laying out of this tract of land, with refer­
ence to the adjacent streets, and that the roadway was 
placed on such a graceful curve that its general features 
have been incorporated in this sketch.

It must not be understood that the writer thinks that 
the improvements of the property situated between Main 
Street and Charles River, as shown on the accom­
panying sketch, are expedient just at the present 
time; but it is presented as an "Ideal that may be 
adopted when the buildings that were not secured by 
the Metropolitan Park Commissioners, and are standing 
on Main Street, are ready for removal.

Wilbur F. L earne®.

Now that the old McMaster Building has passed into 
new hands, it will not be surprising if a new frontage is 
constructed, in line with the Otis Building and the ikw 
post office, and other changes made. 1 his would make 
a marked improvement in the appearance of Main Street.



Up-to-date doesn’t express i t !

H O O D S a Far in Advance
R

E Rubbers...........

DID YOU EVER THINK

Why the consumer buys H o o d  R u b b e r s  instead of others 
when they are sold side by side ?

THE REASON IS

Experience teaches them that when HOOD or OLD 
C O LO N Y is stamped upon the goods T H E Y  CAN 
HE D E P E N D E D  UPON.

The shrewd buyer knows that they 
have style, fit and wearing quality.

H ood R ubber C o.,
i 16 Bedford Street, Boston, Mass.



Proposed Lay-out of Cattle Yard Site.

The proposition to improve this site for residen­
tial purposes suggested several schemes, but finallv 
two only were considered as really feasible.

No. i was a treatment of the whole lot from 
Union Market Station ( Arsenal) to Irving Street, 
with the idea of placing the new freight yards on 
the Arsenal Street side of the Fitchburg tracks, 
and utilizing all the space available for residential 
purposes.

This scheme was abandoned, because it was 
found impossible to get sufficient space for the 
freight yards between the tracks and Vrsenal 
Street, unless said yards were located on the town 
side of Irving Street, which was considered out 
of the question.

In scheme No. 2. the one adopted, it is proposed 
to place a new passenger station, also the new 
freight yards, as indicated on the plan, adjacent 
to Irv ng Street and extending along the ends of 
Parker and Phillips Streets, and within a reason­
able distance of the Franklin Street extension.

In studying a treatment for such a naturally 
beautiful building site, an effort has been made to 
make it as attractive as possible without forgetting 
the utility of having it make a fair return as a real 
estate venture. Two of the worst obstacles to over­
come are the nearness of the site to the Fitchburg 
tracks, and the possible proximity of the freight 
yards.

By following the example of our Newton neigh­
bors, and depressing the tracks, thereby abolishing 
all grade crossings, we shall have gained a great 
point; then with Elm Avenue and its shade trees, 
shrubberies, parapet wall, etc., the full length of 
the park and parallel with the railroad, we shall 
have, to a great extent, abated the nuisance arising 
from the noise of the trains. Continuing Elm 
Avenue along the end of the proposed freight 
yards and joining it to the Franklin Street ex­
tension, raising the grade as much as possible, 
forming a terrace to the freight yard level planted 
with shade trees and shrubbery, the noise from 
the yards will not prove a great nuisance. Apart 
from these two influences the site permits of a 
rational and yet artistic treatment — roads of easy 
gradient, every residence having a pleasing pros 
pect. I he graceful curves of the roads and lots; 
the terraced effects; the rich green of the grass, 
with presumably good taste in selection of colors 
for the houses, all culminating in the oval park, 
with its fountain, lawn, flower beds, shrubs and 
seats, would make an eye-pleasing spot from an\ 
point of view, and would be a long stride toward



improving the general tone of the suburbs of our beauti­
ful old town, which has many features of natural beauty 
which we are prone to overlook.

In addition to bridges at Arsenal and at Irving Streets, 
and about midway between the two, it is proposed to 
bridge the tracks, as shown on plan and sketch. The 
depressing of the road-bed and grading up of Elm 
Avenue will make an easy gradient for this bridge, and 
give direct access front the park to Arsenal Street and 
the Newtonville and Boston electrics.

The question that immediately arises in the mind of 
the calculating investor is, “ Will it p ay?” It gives an 
impression of elaboration ; the lots look large; the streets 
wide, and the park and fountain seem superfluous.

It may be said in answer that these several points 
have been carefully considered, but have not been 
allowed to handicap ideas. It has been surmised in the 
development of this scheme that the cost of houses would 
be similar to that of those in Whiting Park, and that 
they would not be of the cheap variety erected at East 
and West Watertown.

In order to gain good residents for the town it is 
necessary to house them well and give them pleasant 
surroundings. They must be tempted to locate here; 
otherwise they will go to other suburban districts where 
the attractions are superior.

F r a n k  F. E lv in , Architect. R. W aldo  G ilk e v , C. E .

SKETCHES 0E DEVELOPMENT OF CATTLE VARD DISTRICT, BY FRANK F. ELVIN.

File Removal of Fences.
The removal of certain fences along the line of Mt. 

Auburn street at the time of its widening has served to 
emphasize the increased beauty of a thoroughfare which 
may thus be secured.

The effect is not only to increase the apparent width 
of the street, but also to greatly enhance the beauty of 
well-kept abutting estates in a most remarkable degree. 
1 he universal omission of the fence is a noticeable feature 
in all of the new residential districts of the town, and it is 
surprising how little complaint is made of trespassing. 
Certainly an improvement which not only costs nothing, 
but actually results in a saving of money is one that 
cannot be overlooked It is to be hoped that in time the 
fence around the ordinary residence will have become a 
thing of the past.

Great need exists of some arrangement being made 
with the hospital authorities of Waltham and Newton, 
whereby, in emergencies, Watertown persons who may 
be sick or injured can be cared for in those institutions. 
A citizen of our town had great difficulty, recently, in 
getting an invalid admitted into the Waltham Hospital,

Notes.
It is to be hoped that the no-license majority in \\ ater- 

town, at the March meeting, will be increased over that 
of last year. Our town has the reputation of being a 
clean, temperance community — one that it has held for 
several years — and which it should steadfastly retain. 
Let every citizen who believes in good order and so­
briety, vote — and vote early— for no-license. A neg­
lect to vote before going to business on the morning of 
election day frequently causes the loss of a vote, and the 
effect of such a loss may be serious.

Our highways would be far more pleasing to the 
esthetic taste if all the wires were placed underground 
and the unsightly poles removed. 1  his, also, is sure to 
come.

Our main thoroughfares, at least, should be brilliantly 
lighted with arc electric lights, especially on nights when 
the moon is scheduled to shine but does not. 1 he 
Assembly has previously applied to authorities regard­
ing this matter.

A vale of darkness, which calls for an arc light, is 
Spring Street, at the corner of Marshall.



W a t e r t o w n  S a v i n g s  B a n k ,
Open Daily (Sundays and holidays exceptedl from g A. M to 12 M . and e v e r t  

Thursday Evening from 7 to 8.45.

56  Main Street, W atertown.

A l b e r t  O. D avid so n , Pres. J ohn K. S t ic k n e v , Vice-Pres. W a r d  M. Ot is , Clerk.

T r u s t e e s :—A. O. Davidson, John K. Stickney, S. S. Gleason. Wm. H. Ingraham.

Ward M. Otis, J. 11. Woodward. E. K. Eaton. C. D. Crawford, C. Q. Pierce,
C. W. Stone, Chester Sprague, F. H. Edgecomh, J. S, Cullen aid 1. A Mead.

Board of In v e s t m e n t :—Albert O. Davidsoi , Wm. H. Ingraham, and Chester Sprague. 

T r easu r er  :—Julian A. Mead. Book-k e e p e r  and  C a s h ie r :— William E. Harwell.

W atertown Co-operative Bank,
56 Main Street, Watertown, Mass.

Organized June 23, 18S8. Chartered June 23. 18SS. Began 
Business June 28, 1888.

AUTHORIZED CAPITAL, $1,000,000.

President. C H A R L E S  B R IG H A M
Vice-President. ALBERT H H ARTW ELL

Secretary and Treasurer, SAM UEL S. GLEASON.

C h a r i .f s  B r i g h a m ,
A.  H .  M a r t w r i  i ,
K S. Gl.KASON,
LltWIS B. P* *KTFK,
K. E. C k it c m b t t .

Auditors.

fiKOHf.K S P a KKFI'i
H a rm s  W .  B r i g h a m , 
W 1 1,1.1 A M E. M a i .I'RUA.

D I R E C T O R S .

J am fs H. N'«»RcHOSS, 
HoRAc it W. Ot is ,
H, H. S awvhr,
H i r a m  I>. S k i s v n w ,

Se cur i ty  Committee .

J am bs H Norckosa,
I I d k a i  f  W  < >t IV.
S. S. t i l  F A SON.

T. P. E mp.rson,
A. H awtjs,
J I>. E v a n s ,
G kohgr E. Dt>m itv.

F in a n c e  Com m ittee .  

H i r a m  I t  S k in n b r

Regular Meetings for Sale of Money, Fourth Thursday 
of each Month.

M O R T G A G E S.

A  number of applications for first 

Mortgages on Real Estate are always 

on file at our office.

If you have money to invest you 

should call and see what is offered 

at the Real Estate office of

S. S. Gleason,
56  Main Street, - Watertown.

Wo also attend to insurance of all kinds



You Sometimes Have 
A  HEADACHE-----

“  T R Y -M E  ”
Will Cure You Instantly.

B LAC K , THE DRUGGIST,
S e l l in g  A g en t ,

W a t e r t o w n , -  M a s s .

HOWARD BROS., — T— =
CAR STATION.

O U IC K  L U N C H .i'W

SODA, CONFECTIONERY,
. . A nd  D e a l e r s  in  . , .

CIGARS AND TOBACCO.

No. 31 Main Street, Watertown, Mass.
O rder s  R ec ei v ed  for t h e  H ow ard  I ce  C o m pa n y .

H ORATIO B U T T E R S,
DEALER IN

^  GROCERIES ^
Also Coal and Wood of the Best Quality-

One order means another, 
and so our business 

keeps increasing.

Give us a trial order if you want satisfaction.

U  MAIN STREET.

S. E. RIPLEY,

•a* Fine Custom Tailoring dt
A T  P O P U L A R  P R IC E S .

26A M A IN  ST R E E T . 

M. W H IT IN G ,
^  CARPEN TE R AND BUILDER *

Repairing in all branches promptly attended to. 
J O B B I N G  OF A L L  K I N D S .

Shop, Church Street. House, JO Royal Street.

W i l l i a m  E. F a r w e l l , 

Insurance Agent.
London Assurance Corporation, London, England. 

American Fire Insurance Co., Philadelphia.

Quincy Mutual Insurance Co., Quincy, Mass.

“ On the F'oot.”
Boots, Shoes and Rubbers. 
Holland the Shoe Man.

25 Winter, cor. Summer Street.

P. O. Box 290.

Bemis Millsc*
Watertown.

Manufacturers of ■ . . .

Yams and 
Fancy Dress Goods.

You cannot think of one of these 
lines without reference to the others. 
It is as it should be, for you would 
not go to the druggist for coal, or 
to the clothier for flour.
Remember when you need new shoes 
fitted, or old ones repaired, the 
SH O E  MAN D O ES IT.

6 MT. A U B U R N  S T R E E T .
M. T. HOLLAND.
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Town Hall Project.

The centralization of the principal 
features of the town around Beacon 
Square, the great convenience of ac­
cess by car lines from all directions, 
the converging of all the principal 
lines of travel at this centre, cannot 
but attract the average mind to the 
fitness of the location to the needs of 
the town and the appropriateness of 
the site chosen for the proposed 
placing of an ideal town hall.

The square itself is destined to 
become one of the beauty spots of the 
town, as the raising of the level of 
the Charles is contemplated.

What a pleasing foreground. -  the 
river with its numerous pleasure craft, 
its piers and landings, the graceful 
arching of its stream, the glistening 
waters, and the drives meeting and 
diverging, with their myriads of pleas­
ure seekers. These will lend a promi­
nence which cannot be attained at 
any other point in our town.

The form of the lot • h adapts 
itself to the requirem ents of a public 
building which must combine the 
various working rooms of a town 
government, together with a public 
hall for all entertainments, whether 
of a theatrical, popular or social 
nature, as well as for town meetings, 
caucuses and other general purposes.

This hall will be located upon the 
ground floor, contiguous to North 
Beacon Street, raised only a dozen 
steps from the street level. Its ap­
pointments will be first class as far 
as stage equipments, facilities of 
access, acoustic properties, heating, 

lighting, and ventilation are concerned. Spacious galleries will give the hall a large seating capacity, while for 
smaller gatherings the main floor will furnish ample facilities. The high basement will furnish the requisite dining 
halls, kitchen arrangements and all desirable adjuncts.

I he town offices will be arranged in a three-story wing, parallel with Mt. Auburn Street, having an independent 
entrance. I his wing diverges some thirty degrees from the line of the adjoining hall, its three floors giving all 
necessary accommodations for the various offices required. On the second floor a large caucus hall will be an important 
feature. 1 he building, which is designed to take advantage of the form of the lot. will present a pleasing aspect 
as viewed from either street, or the river front, with the broad setting of lawn and approaches.

A perspective view of this building is shown on the cover of this paper.
1 his is only suggestive of one treatment which might be made of this most excellent and convenient site, and 

one which 1 most earnestly wish to see occupied for town purposes, as it cannot but help to make Watertown attractive 
to those who live within her borders as well as to the visitor, if Beacon Square is graced by an "  Ideal Town Building."

A rthur F. G ray.



It is not 
a Question

Of who WOULD, but who CAN do your Cleansing 
and Dyeing in the most satisfactory manner.

Y O U  C A N  R E L Y  O N  O U R  W O R K ,
And our Prices are as Low as the BEST W O R K  can be done for.

Best

Laundry

Work.

Best

Laundry

Work.

We Dye or Cleanse, and Refinish Clothing of all Kinds, Gloves, 
Feathers, Real Laces, Curtains, Draperies, Blankets, Portieres, Scarfs, 
Neckties, Carpets, Rugs, etc.

LEW A N D O S
W . L. CROSBY, Manager.

M a i n  O f f i c e s :

17 T e m p l e  P l a c e , B oston . 479 F i f t h  A v e n u e , N ew  Y o r k .

W o r k s : G a l e n  St r e e t , W a t e r t o w n , M ass.

TEAMS. P H O N E S.



New Railroad Station.
Noteworthy among the picturesque features of Boston 

are its suburban railroad stations. All of us are familiar 
with them, to some extent, as the “  Newtons" are full of 
examples from the hand of H. H. Richardson, and many 
are scattered through the suburbs to the north and west.

Watertown's need of a convenient and healthful station 
is obvious to every one who patronizes the Fitchburg 
Railroad ; and her need of a picturesque one is felt by all 
to whom a thing of beauty is a joy.

The sketch submitted represents, roughly, a scheme 
which embodies the best ideas its author has been able 
to gather from the modern suburban stations of Massa­
chusetts. It provides for a large, airy waiting-room, 
made attractive, architecturally, by its two large fire­
places, its polished floors, large windows and decorative 
roof. The ticket office is an elliptical room, centrally 
located on the south front of the building — assuming 
the site of the present structure and the same relation to 
the main tracks— and is expressed on this front in a 
round bay. The lavatories, telegraph and telephone 
offices and berths are independent rooms, opening di­
rectly from the waiting room on the west. The baggage 
and express offices open from the waiting room on the east.

Although not essential to the scheme, the raising of 
( ’(lurch Street from grade is anticipated.

A first estimate of the cost of the structure, executed 
in rock-fac ed Quincy granite, is five thousand two hun­
dred and fifty dollars ($5,250).

If the scheme serves to stimulate the interest in a new 
station it will have accomplished its purpose.

R ai 111 C. H enry.

Abolishment of Grade Crossings,

The time is not far distant when the tow; must give 
serious consideration to the subject of grade . rossings. 
There are no less than eleven streets crossing the Fitch 
burg Railroad at grade, within the limits of the town. 
One of them, Mt. Auburn Street, is now a most im­
portant thoroughfare, with the traffic thereon constantly 
growing. With the advent of more frequent running of 
electric cars, and with future prospect of the adoption of 
this now broad and handsome street, as a connecting 
boulevard between Fresh Pond and the Charles River, 
definite action will become imperative.

At the meeting of the Young Men's Assembly, held 
j Dec. 16, 1896, a special committee reported regarding 

features and approximate cost of depressing the tracks 
between Cottage Street at Mt. Auburn and Howard 
Street at West Watertown. In detail their estimate 
was as follows : —
Seizure and damage to property . $120,750
Funnelling of two brooks . . . .  35,000
Digging for depression . . . . .  230,000
Walls, bridges and abutments 70,000
Approaches to tracks . . . . .  16,000
Stations 15.000
Damage to business of road . • • 20,000

$506,750

Ten per cent, for contingent expenses . 50,000
$556, 75°

\s Watertown would have to assume only one-tenth of 
this expense, or about $55,000, the question of cost is by 
no means a serious impediment.



E. C. H A L L ,
24 Mount Auburn Street.

cargtv.i&sr

Dealer in Choice Family Groceries.

Agent for Diamond Creamery Butter and 
King Arthur Flour.

Can You Understand?
By taking advantage of 
O U R  N EW  CASH S Y S T E M  
you save yourself from 15 to 20 
per cent, on your Groceries and 
Provisions. The only firm in 
town that runs a store on up-to-date 
system.

W ATERTOW N M A RK ET COMPANY-

McLAUTHLIN & CO.,

N e w s d e a l e r s , 

S t a t i o n e r s  a n d  

P r i n t e r s ,

No. 3 9  M a i n  S t r e e t , 

WATERTOWN. MASS.

F. S. ENSIGN, - 32 and 34 MAIN ST .
Makes a Specialty of low prices in

Dry Goods and Gent’s Furnishings,
Boots, Shoes and Rubbers..........

When Hungry or Thirsty . . .
. . . .  WHY HOT TRY

<£ K E E F E 'S  *£
Box Y our L unch, S oda, C igars or T obacco.

<- H. K E E FE , W atbrtoww  Squark .

He r e M erch ants 1 W e

A re A d v er t ise & A spire

R e l ia b l e R a sh ly 3 To
T radesm en K e e n M uch E stablish

F illin g E x p e r ie n c e A rgum ent R eputation

Ord ers T each es Is’ nt T h er efo r e

R eq u iring Notice N eed ed Off e r

D exter o u s Our S im ply W orthy

S k ill S ign T his N ec e ssities

The Prospects 
for

Public Improvements

IN................

W A T E R T O W N
Were never better than 
they are to-day..............

The Ideal Watertown is Coming.

O T IS  & S P R A G U E

Have 250 House 
Lots for Sale ....

a n d

60 Houses from $ 1,500 
to $10,000 ....
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Beautifying of Saltonstall Park and 
Surroundings.

No more complete medley can be conceived than the 
one gathered within the enclosure so recently honored 
with the name of the foremost settler of our ancient 
town. No attempt has been made to make a harmonious 
whole. The buildings and the monument have been 
dropped in the most unfortunate positions. Our library 
building, the only really important structure in the 
grounds, and an institution of which every citizen should 
justly feel proud, is fortunately well set. near the middle 
front of the area which is now suggested for our beautiful 
park. Allow me to describe this area as covering that por­
tion of the town bounded by Main Street, White Avenue, 
the Fitchburg Railroad and Church Street. The south­
erly portion of this is now covered by buildings of private 
ownership, but in my opinion it should be added to 
Saltonstall 1’ark, and the dangerous grade crossing at 
Cross Street obliterated, this addition being pre-requi­
site to the proper repose of the Public Library.

To improve these grounds the space in front of the 
library ahould be kept as a lawn, while the approaches 
and paths should be treated upon a symmetrical plan.

The formation of a landscape section extending south 
to Church Street, with the stream now flowing through it, 
widened to produce a miniature lagoon ; this manner of 
treating the little area presents a most pleasing vista

from the southerly windows of the reading room. To the 
north of the library, the grounds will broaden out into a 
large interval of open lawn, extending to the higher land 
near White Avenue.

The Soldiers' Monument is now placed near the highest 
point, well raised on a plaza protected by a balustrade 
that adds very much to the architectural value of this 
memorial, and would form an attractive vantage spot 
from which to view the grounds. The simply curving 
paths with their planted borders, the frequent seats, and 
the shelter, all add to the utility and beauty of these 
grounds. Near the southerly portion of this lawn, on the 
lower ground, the music pavilion for band concerts should 
be placed, to allow of the best dispersal of the music 
over the entire park. This pavilion will be backed 
against the shrubbery, over which will rise the upper 
walls and roofs of the library in pleasing mass. All the 
paths will be connected to give proper access to the 
grounds; the railroad screened by tall and well-massed 
plantings ; the level portion near White Avenue, used 
as playgrounds for the children, with swings and out door 
gymnasia for athletics, with a convenient shelter and 
dressing rooms, and an infants’ playground with sand 
courts beside it.

These grounds can furnish to W atertown a spot where 
health giving air and beauty can be naturally combined 
in a manner which no other spot within our borders can 
give so well. A r t h u r  h. Grav.-



I. T. FLETCHER,

■•£ Grocer S

Hay, Grain and Straw,

Crockery, Glass and Wooden Ware,

Boots, Shoes, Rubbers, Etc.

256 and 258 Pleasant St.,

Watertown, Mass.

T nere's One That's Sure.

It deals with the cause.

It stops the inclination in the throat 

and lungs.

It is Anodyne Balsam.

It is safe for children.

It stops the cough.

Price 25 Cents.

CLAFLIN &  CO., Druggists,

5 J Main Street, Watertown.

AE T N A MILLS,
Capital, $250,000.

A rthur  H obart, Treas. 

M. A. S m ith , Asst. Treas. 

A. O. Davidson , Agent.

Make Cloakings,

Kerseys,

Worsted Serges,

Cassi meres,

Ladies’ Dress Goods.

15 Sett Cards,
94 Broad Looms.
Power, Steam and Water.

The Ideal Watertown
.......... H A S...........

An Ideal Fish Market
Where you may at all times procure the 
finest quality of fish in their season.

N AH AN T FISH M A RKET,
12 Galen Street.

N. B.— Prompt attention to all orders.

Watertown Coal Elevator,
w. 11. p e v e a r  & co.

C O A L  a n d  W O O D .

Office, 5 Spring Street.
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New Fire Engine House.
The subject of the accompanying sketch is intended 

to occupy the site of the present town hall. The loca­
tion is well fitted for an engine house, being central to 
the business section and within easy reach of all parts 
of the town.

The building is rectangular in plan, two stories in 
height, with a well-lighted basement and commodious 
attic for storage. The material used is brick, with 
granite trimmings. The hip-roof is slated. On the side 
is a bell tower, enclosing a staircase leading from the 
street to the assembly hall in the second story.

The apparatus rooms are on the Main Street end, and 
are of easy access to the street. The building is planned 
to accommodate a steam (ire engine, a hook and ladder 
truck, a hose carriage, and possibly a chemical engine.

At the rear, provision is made for housing a fuel 
wagon and supplies. In the second story is a dormitory 
for the permanent men, bathrooms, hay loft and an 
assembly room. This latter can be used for caucuses 
and small political meetings, being easily reached by a 
staircase, with separate entrance from the outside.

Do we realize fully what an influence public and 
private improvements exert in attracting new residents 
of an enterprising character? The suburbs of Boston 
are increasing rapidly in population, and the various 
sections are vying with each other in setting out new 
attractions. Watertown has natural advantages which 
cannot be surpassed, and our citizens should be awake 
to the proper use of their opportunities.

The New Baptist Church.

At the present time the Baptist society has under 
consideration the matter of erecting a new church edifice. 
A building committee was appointed awhi. go, and b\ 
the invitation of that committee three architects have 
submitted plans, in competition, for the proposed new 
structure. No decision has as yet been made, either as 
to what architect shall be employed, or what plans shall 
be adopted. The site to be occupied is one which the 
society purchased sometime since, being at the corner of 
Mt, Auburn and Common Streets, and having extreme 
dimensions of about 177 x 198 feet. It is intended to 
build of stone, at a cost of about $50,000 : to provide a 
seating capacity for about 550 in the main auditorium 
and 250 in the Sunday-school room. These two rooms 
to be connected by wide openings. Ample space will be 
allowed for the choir and organ, rooms for the minister 
and choir, and, adjoining the Sunday-school room, for a 
number of class rooms. The baptistry, dressing rooms 
and toilet rooms will be conveniently arranged. In the 
well-lighted basement will be a spacious dining room, 
with kitchen, clothes rooms, and the usual modern con­
veniences. The heating and ventilating arrangements will 
be of the most improved kind. The site is central and 
convenient, and of an historic character. It is directly 
opposite the site where was located the church in which, 
during the early Revolutionary times, the Provincial 
Congress held its sessions, in which General Joseph 
Warren took a prominent part when the British were in 
possession of Boston. Three dwellings which now stand 
upon the lot will have to be removed to clear it in readi­
ness for the new building.W ll.t 'H ETi A .  N o r r i s .



“ Ideal Freight Yard.”

The principal feature of this sketch for an “ Ideal 
freight Yard,'’ — which, by the way, is a misnomer, from 
the fact that a freight yard should not be located near a 
railroad station, but where ample room is afforded for 
the shifting of cars and the loading and unloading of 
commodities of all kinds,— is a single track on the south 
side of the yard identical with the present track, and the 
change of the present position of the station to a point 
midway between Church and Spring Streets. Instead 
of the contracted gravel walk open to the clouds, afford­
ing an opportunity to the patrons of the road for a 
drenching in rainy weather, and the possibility of an 
accident to the passengers on leaving the trains at night 
on account of the difficulty of properly lighting it, we 
propose a broad, covered platform, well lighted at night 
by electricity, paved with granolithic or asphalt, and ex­
tending from the station to the street on either side of 
the station. The present tracks on the north side of the 
station and the dwelling house on Spring Street are sup­
posed to be removed, leaving the open space to be planted 
with shrubbery, and affording ample room for carriages.

Such a treatment of these grounds, although not an 
Ideal Freight Yard nor an Ideal Station, would afford 
so much better accommodations than we now have, that 
even an approach to an “ Ideal" would be much better 
and give greater satisfaction than the inconvenience to 
which the patrons of the road are now subjected.

W ilb u r  F. L e a r n e d ,

When the Fitchburg freight yards are removed, and 
the centre of the town is graced with a new station anti 
exquisite grounds, life will be one roundelay of joy.

The New Otis Building.

The sketch which has been made for a new building 
for the Messrs. Otis Brothers, at the corner of Main and 
Spring Streets, calls for a facade of brick and terra­
cotta for the walls of second and third stories. The 
first story is designed for iron supports, with large bay­
shaped show windows of plate glass. The straight line 
of frontage, from Spring Street to the side of the Grand 
Arm}- Hall, is eight}' feet, and the design is further ex­
tended about seventy feet, so as to replace the present 
wooden hall structure. In this manner arrangements 
are made for six stores, and also for two stairways to 
the second and third floors. Above the first floor it is 
contemplated to divide the space into suites of rooms 
for dwelling purposes. Overlooking the new park, 
these would be very attractive. A recess in the front, 
above the first story, affords room for a balcony, and 
breaks the wall outline in an agreeable manner. The 
depth of the building on Spring Street to cover the lot 
would be about sixty feet. The removal of the old 
wooden buildings now on the site, and the substitution of 
a new structure of a more permanent character, would 
result in an improvement of note ; and with the growth of 
the town these stores and apartments would certainly be 
in demand.

A. F. H a y n e s .

A dam across Charles River at Cottage Farm, such 
as has been suggested by the Metropolitan Park Com­
mission, would give to- Watertown, with the improved 
river shores, one of the finest parkways in the world. 
Boating in summer, ice carnivals in winter, would add an 
unwonted charm to every-day existence.



O W E N  FL A N N E R Y , BU TLE R'S P H A R M A C Y .

Contractor in Gardening, Grading 

and Teaming.
Whatever you need from a modern 

Drugstore can be supplied at

Also Dealer in Coal and Wood.

OFFICE, 4 CHURCH STREET.

❖

Don't Forget to give him a Call.

Butler's Pharmacy.

Our constant aim is not only to 

give to the public the best service, but 

you can feel assured that our prices 

are a w ays low. Look for our store.

B U T L E R 'S  PHARMACY.

Hackett’s

Cash

Market

Will give you full value and 

the B k S  t  goods at the lowest 

C A S H  prices.

A . C. FLETCHER.

The Hustler.

Something doing at all times and in all 
Departments.

Hardware, Woodenware, Crockery, Glass 
and Tinware.

We sell everything at 

CUT PRICES,

from Seeds and Tacks to Lawn Mowers, 
Hose, Freezers and Refrigerators.

We defy competition at the

B A R G A IN  S T O R E . 3b and 38 M A IN  S T .



W i l l a r d  N. C h a m b e r l a i n ,

RECEIVER OF

NELSON, MORRIS & CO.'S

CHICAGO DRESSED BEEF,
Mutton, Lamb and Veal.

Butts, Rolls, Tongues and Pork Loins.

i 1 5- 1 25  Clinton Street,

BO STO N .

• /omen's Feet,
Wanted to display fine Shoes.

Watertown Shoe Store,
47 Main Street.

J. YO RK.

M. R. Jones.

Caterer.
Weddings, Parties and Spreads of all 

Kinds a Specialty.

Cor. Mt. Auburn and Boylston Sts., Cambridge.
I-cave car at Brattle Square.

JO H N  R A L S T O N , 

W indow  Shade
and..

M attress M anufacturer,

71 Fayette Street.

J. H. SN O W ,
. UItAl.UK IN . .

Fish and Oysters,

12 Mt. Auburn Street, W atertown

OUR M O T T O :
Courteous Treatment, Prompt D elivery and Sm all Profits.

W . A. Bemis, 10 Galen Street,
- d e ai . b r  i n —

First-Class Provisions, Butter, Cheese and Eggs.
Turner Centre Creamery Rutter Our Specialty.

W. A. MACURDA,
Real Estate and Insurance.

Agent for the Purchase, Sale, Leasing and Care of Real Estate.

M O R T G A G E S  N E G O T IA T E D .

No. 48 Main Street, - Watertown. Mass.



O TIS BU ILD IN G .

Large

Department

Store.

Basement, Kitchen Furnishings, Tin Ware, Crockery. Oil Cloths, Bit • • > -O ' J

Supplies, etc.

First Floor, Dry Goods, Small Wares, Gent’s Furnishings, Boots. S F k. s ar 1J  O

Rubbers.

Second Floor, c lothing, Hats and Caps, Cloaks, Millinery, Ladies' Cotton 

Underwear, Corsets, etc.

Third Floor. Carpets, Draperies, Curtains, Pillows, etc. (Custom tailoring 

Department.)

Goods delivered free within a radius of ten miles of “ Ideal Watertown.'’

I rains on the hlevated stop here and land passengers on Second floor. Please 

take elevators to other departments.

Telephone, Ideal ^XGtertown * 19J0. N. B. — Boys wanted to learn the business.

Otis Brothers, - Ideal W a te rto w n
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The New England 

Mutual Life Insurance Co.
Is the oldest incorporated old line 
Life Insurance Co. in this country.
It is in .Boston, corner Milk and 
Congress Streets.
It has a plain and reasonable
contract.

People Differ
Not only in opinions but also in taste, etc. Their 
tastes differ particularly in Coffee, so we keep coffee 
to suit all kinds of people, with all kinds of laste.

Some People 
Think

There is nothing better than Package Coffee, so we 
keep all kinds. Old Grist Mill, Postum Cereal, 
Grain-O, Ayer’s, Hygienic and Kofeko. 2-lb. pack­
age. 25 cents.

It guarantees cash and paid-up 
values at the 2d year, and every year
thereafter.
It pays its claims promptly.
For contract and rates apply to

F R A N K  M A G W IRE,

Special Agent,

*7 Milk Street, corner Congress, Boston.

TELEPHO NE, BOSTON if  56.

It insures women at the same rates as men.

Others Don't 
Fancy

Fire, L ife  and

Accident . . .
V
Vw

COM]P L E T EV

and all forms of V
V
V
V

H o u se  Jfurnishers.

LIABILITY INSURANCE. s Parlor, Chamber, Dining Room and
Vw Kitchen Furniture, including the
V best work imr Range made.
V
¥

We keep abreast ol the times.
The Strongest Companies Represented.

Ellison, Coolidge & Co.,
G E N E R A L  A G E N T S ,

70 Water Street, Boston.

Package Coffee, hut want a coffee with good cup 
quality at a reasonable price. We are sure to please 
them with our Mocha and Java at 35 cents per lb .; 
3 lbs. for $1.00. Try it and be convinced.

BOSTON BRANCH GROCERY,

21 Main Street, Watertown, Mass.

A
A
A
A
I
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A
A
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A
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We carry a large stock.

We sell at lowest prices.

B E N T S  F U R N I T U R E
A N D ......................................................................

Hkkkrrt Ccwiijnnit.

C A R P E T  W A R E  R O O M S ,

62 and 64 Main St., Watertown.

IIK K B E K T  K  B E N T . Manager.
;

U a II El i . .


