Watertown
Farmers' Market
2022 Winter News

Providing access to farm fresh and specialty foods, supporting local
agriculture and businesses, addressing food insecurity, building
community, and promoting healthy living

"In addition to the fabulous fresh food and dedicated vendors, I love the opportunity to run into
people | know from other parts of Watertown, catching up on personal news or local politics, with
live music in the background! It is a dream of ideal village life. With so many losses of the
institutions that made Watertown special -- Russo's, Stellina's, the Mount Auburn Club, the
Grove Street community garden -- the farmers' market is one place that still holds the heart of our
community."
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Entering its 9th Season and Going Strong...

FAPMERS’ MARKET

The 2021 Watertown Farmers’ Market opened last June, with modified Covid protocols to
ensure continued safety during the second year of the pandemic.

17 Vendors attended the market, including four farm vendors (with multiple tables), and
four new specialty food vendors.

Between 450 and 700 customers visited the market each week.

Vendor sales were very good, with many reporting an increase from last year. Diversity,
connectedness, and inclusiveness are what vendors like most about the Watertown
Market and community.

In mid-summer, we reinstated our community guest booth hosting several local
organizations, city departments, and elected officials.

Food Assistance - the Market’s SNAP & HIP Programs provided over $25,000 in FREE
food to eligible customers during the 2021 market season! Surplus food from vendors was
donated to the Watertown Catholic Collaborative Food Pantry.

14 volunteers from the community helped out over the season, assisting staff, customers,
and vendors, and enhancing all the market has to offer.

Visitors enjoyed another successful collaboration with the Free Summer Concert Series!

2019 Concert Series
&
2021 Market Team

"Having local meat, eggs, fish and produce a mile from home has been incredible! I love the pre-order
options, that some of the vendors offer home delivery for winter, and the fresh produce all summer and
fall. It's a joy to meet with these lovely, friendly people at the market."”



Current Activity...

Increasing Access to farm produce and affordable local foods: Market efforts on food
security are year-round. We work with local agencies throughout the community to close
the SNAP GAP and educate SNAP users about the market’s programs, which provide
access to HIP & free produce throughout the year, and free SNAP dollars to use each
week during the market season.

Two Winter CSA programs are being offered through our affiliated farms. Still Life Farm
offers a self-pay winter CSA, and Dick’s Market Garden Farm offers a self-pay as well as
SNAP-HIP CSA to eligible customers, which provides two FREE produce bags delivered to
enrolled customers each month (a $40 value)! Unclaimed bags are donated to the
Watertown Food Pantry. More information: Watertown Farmers' Market | SNAP | HIP
(livewellwatertown.org)

Using your Healthy
Incentives Program
(HIP) benefits at the
market

fruits and vegetables that are fresh, canned,
dried, frozen, and in seedling form

Look for HIP signage
posted at eligible
farm vendors

What's Next...
Opening Day of the Market's 9th Season ~ Wednesday, June 15th, 2022!

Plans for 2022 include utilizing more of the park space (as safety permits), hosting new
specialty and ready-to-eat food vendors, expanding our artisans/craft vendor schedule,

reinstating our monthly wellness programs, while continuing to plan for a year-round farmers
market.

)

We look forward to expansion and doing our part in improving accessibility to the local food
system, fostering community connections through partner programs, and continuing to
promote healthy eating and lifestyles.

"A great way to support our community, farmers, and vendors and to see friends and meet new ones while doing the weekly
shopping in an environmentally friendly way!! I love volunteering with the market, too."
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http://livewellwatertown.org/farmersmarket/snap-hip
http://livewellwatertown.org/farmersmarket/

