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Executive Summary 

The Plano Police Department is pleased to present the following information to the Plano City Council 

regarding compliance with the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure on racial profiling.  For the past nineteen 

years, this report has been required and provided in accordance with Texas law.  This report analyzes all 

motor vehicle stop data from the 2020 calendar year in order to ensure that Plano officers are policing in 

a constitutionally proscribed manner. 

Traffic Safety is one of the primary responsibilities of a police department.  In 2019, Texas experienced 

3,610 traffic fatalities compared to 1,403 homicides.  Reducing these unnecessary deaths is the primary 

reason police engage in traffic enforcement.  However, motor vehicle stops are not just about enforcing 

traffic laws.  Stopping vehicles for traffic violations is also one of the primary methods police use to reduce 

other crimes as well.  Criminals travel to and around Plano, and the effective enforcement of traffic laws 

allow officers to investigate and often intercede in other criminal activities or capture fugitives.  

Understanding that traffic enforcement is a primary function of the police, it is also imperative that we 

ensure our enforcement efforts are within the requirements of the law and Constitution of the state of 

Texas and the United States. Active traffic enforcement is one of the reasons Plano continues to remain 

one of the safest cities in the United States.   

Over the past year, officers made 70,218 motor vehicle stops. Caucasian drivers were 49.08 percent of all 

stops while African American drivers were 19.89 percent of the stops. Hispanic drivers and Asian drivers 

accounted for 17.19 percent and 13.70 percent, respectively, of the motor vehicles stops. Texas law also 

requires officers to indicate whether they were aware of the driver’s race before the stop. Motor vehicle 

stops involving moving traffic violations and vehicle traffic violations accounted for 99.04 percent of all 

motor vehicle stops, with 86.51 percent of the stops being for moving traffic violations. Additionally, the 

data indicates that in less than one-percent of all motor vehicle stops did officers know the race of the 

driver before the stop.  Officers generally stop vehicles for an observed traffic violation and are unable to 

tell the race and ethnicity of the driver until they approach the vehicle on foot. 

The decision to issue a citation, a warning, or a verbal warning to a driver is left to the officer’s discretion. 

In 2020, citations were issued in 34.72 percent of motor vehicle stops, while verbal warnings and written 

warnings were issued 32.59 percent and 30.54 percent, respectively, in stops. Officers issued citations, 

written warnings, and verbal warnings equitably across the race groups. When examining the disposition 

of motor vehicle stops by race or ethnicity, Caucasian drivers received, a citation in 33.63 percent of motor 

vehicle stops compared to African American drivers who were issued a citation in 32.92 percent of the 

stops and Asian drivers received a citation 33.61 percent of the time. Hispanic drivers received a citation 

in 40.89 percent of the stops.  It is possible that the higher percentage of citations issued to Hispanic 

drivers is attributed to the fact that over 72 percent of all no driver license violation citations were issued 

to Hispanic drivers. 

Asian, African American, and Hispanic drivers were given verbal warnings 34.72 percent, 35.55 percent 

and 33.66 percent, respectively, when stopped as compared to Caucasian drivers who received a verbal 

warning in 30.45 percent of their motor vehicle stops. Officers issued a written warning to Asian, African 

American, and Hispanic drivers 31.19 percent, 27.84 percent, and 22.30 percent, respectively, when 

stopped as compared to Caucasian drivers who were issued written warnings in 34.29 percent of motor 

vehicle stops.   
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In 2020, officers arrested individuals in 1,511 motor vehicle stops. These arrests accounted for only 2.15 

percent of all motor vehicle stops. In 41 of the arrests, officers also issued the driver a written warning 

and in 175 of the arrests, the driver was issued a citation. In 67.44 percent of motor vehicle stops, the 

arrest was based on a violation of the penal code. Arrests for outstanding warrants accounted for 26.94 

percent of the stops and violations of traffic laws accounted for 5.63 percent of the arrests.  

African American drivers accounted for the largest percentage of arrests, 3.69 percent, when compared 

to motor vehicle stops involving African Americans. Of the 516 arrests of African American drivers, 34.1 

percent of the arrests were for outstanding warrant arrests.  Motor vehicle stops involving Hispanic drivers 

resulted in an arrest 3.15 percent of the time, while Caucasian drivers were arrested in 1.64 percent of 

their stops. Outstanding warrant arrests accounted for 30 percent of Asian driver’s arrest, 25 percent of 

Caucasian driver’s arrest, and 20 percent of Hispanic driver’s arrest. Arrests for outstanding warrants are 

non-discretionary arrests.  Warrants are issued by a magistrate commanding a peace officer to arrest the 

individual named in the warrant.    

In 2020, officers conducted a search in 3.91 percent of motor vehicle stops. The various types of searches 

conducted included consent searches, searches where contraband or evidence was in plain view, searches 

incident to arrest, probable cause, and inventory searches. The Texas Commission on Law Enforcement 

established these search types. Officers searched African American drivers and Hispanic drivers in 7.02 

percent and 5.58 percent of motor vehicle stops, respectively, while Caucasian drivers were searched in 

2.92 percent motor vehicle stops  

Officers are allowed to search vehicles when they have probable cause to believe there is evidence of a 

crime present.  However, officers occasionally ask drivers for permission to search their vehicle when they 

have some suspicion of finding contraband or evidence of a crime, but that suspicion falls short of 

probable cause.  Drivers have the right to deny the officer’s request.  During 2020, there were 814 consent 

searches permitted by drivers.  This is an increase of 22 requests from 2019. The number of consent 

searches equate to an officer requesting consent to search slightly more than twice per day.  

In this report, we analyze the “hit rate,” which is based on the number of consent searches where an 

officer located evidence or contraband unrelated to the initial reason for the stop. The hit rate analysis is 

used to determine if there is a disparate impact in the officers’ use of the consent search.  Significant 

differences in hit rate between racial groups may indicate officers are targeting specific groups for consent 

searches. The total hit rate across all race groups was 38.08 percent. The data shows the hit rate for drivers 

in all race groups was similar and within 2 percent of the total hit rate. This indicates the officers are not 

using the consent search to target minorities at a higher rate for searches. 

The Plano Police Department strives to provide training and leadership to ensure that our officers engage 

in constitutional policing and is committed to the prevention of any form of bias-based policing. The 

department provides officers with in-depth instruction, in our academy and during continuing in-service 

training, on the importance non-biased policing, the law governing racial profiling, and the department’s 

policy on racial profiling (Attachment A). In addition to our training efforts, police supervisors are required 

to conduct random video reviews of motor vehicle stops each quarter. Supervisors did not observe any 

indication of biased-based policing during this review process.  

As required by Article 2.132 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, we provide public education relating 

the department’s compliment and complaint process, including providing the telephone number, mailing 
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address, and e-mail address to make a compliment or complaint on citations and warning tickets issued.  

The process for filing a compliment or complaint is also on the department’s web site and located in the 

lobbies of the department’s facilities.  

During 2020, the Department received three citizen complaints regarding bias-based policing. This 

number is down from the nine citizen complaints received in 2019.  The Department’s Professional 

Standards Unit investigated two of the complaints and determined they were unfounded. The Unit 

investigated the third complaint, filed six months after the alleged incident occurred. The Unit closed the 

complaint after an investigation found no evidence of racial profiling or biased-based policing.   

In 2020, we did not have any motor vehicle stops that resulted in the officers using force that caused the 

driver to suffer bodily injury. 

Analysis of the 2020 data indicates that Plano officers are using traffic enforcement to reduce traffic 

crashes and intercede in criminal activity in a manner consistent with non-bias policing practices.  The 

department is committed to continuing training and outreach activities as well as studying our policies 

and procedures to ensure we continue to practice non-bias policing.  

The Racial Profiling Report submitted to the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE) is included 

in this report as Attachment B and provides the racial profile data that the department is required to 

submit to the Plano city council in accordance with Article 2.132 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure. 
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Comparative Analysis 

Article 2.134 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedures requires agencies to conduct a comparative 

analysis to: 

 evaluate and compare the number of motor vehicle stops, within the jurisdiction, of persons who 

are recognized as racial or ethnic minorities and persons who are not recognized as racial or ethnic 

minorities; 

 examine the disposition of motor vehicle stops made by officers employed by the department, 

categorized according to the race or ethnicity of the affected persons, as appropriate, including any 

searches resulting from stops within the jurisdiction; and 

 evaluate and compare the number of searches resulting from motor vehicle stops within the 

jurisdiction and whether contraband or other evidence was discovered in the course of those 

searches; 

Chosing the Correct Comparison Data 

Over the years, various organizations have advocated the use of different comparison data including city 

and regional population data, vehicle availability data, and driver’s license data. These datasets have 

unique issues when used for comparative analysis of motor vehicle stops. However, in cities that surround 

major metropolitan areas where race and ethnicity populations differ, the use of the city’s racial and 

ethnicity population does not provide an accurate data-set for comparison purposes.  Using population 

data from the United States Census Bureau for comparison purposes is also flawed because the data 

includes individuals of all ages, including those who are not legally able to drive or do not drive.   

Additionally, Plano officers only have jurisdiction to stop vehicles traveling within the city limits.  In 2020, 

over 48 percent of the motor vehicles stops were drivers who lived outside the city of Plano.  Also, this 

percentage of non-Plano resident drivers most likely is higher than 48 percent due to the fact the 

department does not require officers to collect a driver’s home address when issuing a verbal warning 

following a traffic stop.  

The most accurate comparative data is the racial percentages of actual drivers in the city of Plano. In 2001, 

the Department of Civil Engineering at the University of Kentucky completed a study for the United States 

Department of Transportation that found the racial estimates from a distribution of “not-at-fault” drivers 

involved in crashes closely mirrored the driving population because all drivers have an equal chance of 

being the victim of a traffic crash. Historically, we have found the race of “not-at-fault” drivers involved in 

crashes in Plano more closely mirrored the race of drivers stopped by officers than the city’s population 

demographics.  

Motor Vehicle Stops 

An analysis of motor vehicle stops by race and ethnicity of the drivers found Caucasians accounted for  

49.1 percent of all stops, while African Amercian drivers were 19.9 percent of all stops, Hispanic drivers 

were 17.2 percent of stops, and Asian drivers were 13.7 percent of all stops. When compared to the race 

and ethnicity of drivers in the “not-at-fault” crash data in Plano (Plano’s driving pool), our analysis found 

African American drivers were stopped 3.5 percentage points more than their prescence in the driving 

pool.  Hispanic drivers were stopped 1.9 percentage points than their presence in the driving pool. 
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Caucasian drivers were stopped 2.4 percentage points lower than their prescense in the driving pool, 

while Asian drivers were stopped 3.1 percentage points less than their presense in the driving pool. 

Analysis of motor vehicle stops found that in less than one percent of the stops the officer knew the race 

or ethinicity of the driver before the stop.  Officers reported they knew the driver was African American 

in approximatley one percent of the stops, and they knew the race or ethincity of the driver to be less 

than one percent in stops involving Asian, Caucasians, and Hispanics.  

 

Reason for Motor Vehicle Stop 

Motor vehicle stops involving moving traffic violations and vehicle traffic violations accounted for 99.04 

percent of all motor vehicle stops, with 86.51 percent of the stops being for moving traffic violations. 

Motor vehicle stops for moving traffic violations and vehicle traffic violations were fairly distributed across 

the race and ethnicity groups.  

 

 

 

Race / Ethnicity
African 

American

Asian/Pacific 

Islander
Caucasian Hispanic

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native

Total

2020 Motor Vehicle Stops 13,965 9,623 34,466 12,073 91 70,218

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 19.89% 13.70% 49.08% 17.19% 0.13% 100.00%

Race / Ethnicity
African 

American

Asian/Pacific 

Islander
Caucasian Hispanic

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native

Total

* Race / Ethnicity Percent 8.69% 21.80% 53.76% 15.42% 0.33% 100.00%

Driving Population in Plano 16.37% 16.78% 51.52% 15.25% 0.08% 100.00%

Plano Demographics

Comparative Analysis of 2020 Motor Vehicle Stops to Plano Populations by Race / Ethnicity

Plano "Not at Fault Driver" Crash Data

Motor Vehicle Stops

Race / Ethnicity
African 

American

Asian/Pacific 

Islander
Caucasian Hispanic

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native

Total

Violation of Law 58 20 92 50 2 222

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 0.42% 0.21% 0.27% 0.41% 2.20% 0.32%

Pre-existing Knowledge 153 30 153 116 0 452

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 1.10% 0.31% 0.44% 0.96% 0.00% 0.64%

Moving Traffic Violation 11,622 8,342 30,572 10,128 84 60,748

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 83.22% 86.69% 88.70% 83.89% 92.31% 86.51%

Vehicle Traffic Violation 2,132 1,231 3,649 1,779 5 8,796

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 15.27% 12.79% 10.59% 14.74% 5.49% 12.53%

Reason for Stop
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Reason for Arrest 

Arrests for a violation of the Penal Code accounted for 67.4 percent of all arrests. Arrests of drivers with 

an  outstanding warrant accounted for 27.0 percent of all arrests.  See the below chart for a statistical 

analysis of the reasons for arrest. 

 

Arrests 

In 2020, officers made 1,511 arrests as the result of motor vehicle stops.  These arrests accounted for 2.15 

percent of all motor vehicle stops across the races. In 3.69 percent of motor vehicle stops involving African 

Americans the driver was arrested. Hispanic drivers were arrested in 3.15 percent of of motor vehicle 

stops while Caucasian drivers were arrested in 1.64 percent of of motor vehicle stops  The resulting 

disparity can be attributed to several factors.   

When officers stop a motor vehicle, they check to see if the driver has an outstanding arrest warrant. 

Since Plano is part of the North Texas Regional Wanted Persons Database, as a result, there is an increased 

chance of encountering a driver from a surrounding area who has an outstanding warrant. For example, 

in 2020, 62 percent of African American drivers arrested for outstanding warrants were from other cities. 

African American drivers had the largest percentage of arrests for outstanding warrants, 34.1 percent of 

arrests, while warrant arrests accounted for 30 percent of Asian driver’s arrests, 25 percent of Caucasian 

driver’s arrests, and 20 percent of Hispanic driver’s arrests. 

In addition, the Texas Transportation Code requires drivers to present a valid driver’s license upon a police 

officer’s request. If the driver does not present an identification or presents a fictitious one, they may be 

arrested.  In 2020, Plano officers arrested 31 individuals for not having identification or presenting false 

identification offenses.  

When evidence of other offenses is discovered during a stop, for instance; the officer smelled marijuana, 

the driver is intoxicated, or appears to be in possession of stolen property, the driver may be arrested. In 

2020, there were 921 arrests for offenses discovered during the motor vehicle stop. These arrests 

accounted for approximately 61 percent of all arrests from motor vehicle stops. African American drivers 

were arrested for a discovered offense in 1.90 percent of motor vehicle stops and Hispanic drivers were 

arrested in 2.15 percent of stops, while Caucasian drivers were arrested in 1.05 percent of motor vehicle 

stops.   

Race / Ethnicity
African 

American

Asian/Pacific 

Islander
Caucasian Hispanic

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native

Total

Violation of Penal Code 307 30 397 282 3 1,019

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 2.20% 0.31% 1.15% 2.34% 3.30% 1.45%

Violation of Traffic Law 33 3 27 22 0 85

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 0.24% 0.03% 0.08% 0.18% 0.00% 0.12%

Violation of City Ordinance 0 0 0 0 0 0

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Outstanding Warrant 176 14 141 76 0 407

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 1.26% 0.15% 0.41% 0.63% 0.00% 0.58%

Reason for Arrest 
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Citations  

When an officer stops a vehicle for a traffic violation, and does not observe other violations, the officer 

has the discretion to issue a citation, a written warning, or a verbal warning. Even if the officer gives a 

verbal warning, the officer must still submit motor vehicle stop data required by law. Officers often 

consider the seriousness or danger created by the violation in making the decision to issue a citation. 

Analyzing citations issued within race or ethnicity group data showed officers issued a citation to African 

American drivers in 32.9 percent of motor vehicle stops. Asian drivers and Caucasian drivers both received 

a citation in 33.6 percent of the stops. Hispanic drivers received citations in 40.9 percent stops. The 

disparity in citation issued to Hispanic drivers may be attributed to the fact that over 72 percent of all no 

driver license violation citations were issued to Hispanic drivers. 

 

 

Race / Ethnicity
African 

American

Asian/Pacific 

Islander
Caucasian Hispanic

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native

Total

2020 Motor Vehicle Stops 13,965 9,623 34,466 12,073 91 70,218

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 19.89% 13.70% 49.08% 17.19% 0.13% 100.00%

Race / Ethnicity
African 

American

Asian/Pacific 

Islander
Caucasian Hispanic

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native

Total

All Arrests 516 47 565 380 3 1,511

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 3.69% 0.49% 1.64% 3.15% 3.30% 2.15%

Arrests Only 430 41 489 332 3 1,295

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 3.08% 0.43% 1.42% 2.75% 3.30% 1.84%

Arrests with Citation Issued 71 5 59 40 0 175

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 0.51% 0.05% 0.17% 0.33% 0.00% 0.25%

Arrests and Written Warning Issued 15 1 17 8 0 41

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 0.11% 0.01% 0.05% 0.07% 0.00% 0.06%

Race / Ethnicity
African 

American

Asian/Pacific 

Islander
Caucasian Hispanic

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native

Total

Warrant Arrests 176 14 141 76 0 407

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 1.26% 0.15% 0.41% 0.63% 0.00% 0.58%

No Driver License/False Id Arrests 14 0 6 11 0 31

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 0.10% 0.00% 0.02% 0.09% 0.00% 0.04%

Arrests for Discovered Offenses 265 31 363 260 2 921

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 1.90% 0.32% 1.05% 2.15% 2.20% 1.31%

Motor Vehicle Stop Dispositions - Arrests

Required Arrests Resulting From Motor Vehicle Stops

Comparative Analysis of 2020 Motor Vehicle Stops Dispositions - Arrests

Motor Vehicle Stops 
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Warning Tickets 

When comparing warning tickets to motor vehicle stops within each race or ethnicity group, our analysis 

found officers issued African American drivers written warning tickets in 27.8 percent of motor vehicle 

stops, while Hispanics received a written warning in 22.3 percent of the stops.  Asian drivers and Caucasian 

drivers received a written warning in 31.2 percent and 34.3 percent of motor vehicle stops, respectively.   

Verbal Warnings 

A comparison of verbal warnings issued within each race or ethnicity group, found officers issued verbal 

warning tickets to African American drivers in 35.5 percent of motor vehicle stops, Asian drivers in 34.7 

percent of the stops, and Hispanic drivers in 33.7 percent of the stops. Caucasian drivers received a verbal 

warning in 30.4 percent of motor vehicle stops. 

 

Searches and Contraband or Other Evidence 
In 2020, officers conducted searches in 2,745 motor vehicle stops.  This equates to 3.91 percent of all 
stops.  Officers are required to search all individuals arrested and detainees whom the officer believes 
presents a danger to the officer or others. Additionally, officers must conduct a search when contraband 
is in plain view for the officer to see, when they have articulable probable cause, and anytime an officer 
has a person’s vehicle towed. These searches are considered “non-discretionary” and account for 70 
percent of all searches. Officers searched African American drivers and Hispanic drivers in 7.0 percent 
and 5.6 percent of motor vehicle stops, respectively, while Caucasian drivers were searched in 2.9 
percent motor vehicle stops. 
 
Searches based on probable cause or reasonable suspicion account for the largest percentage (3.2 
percent) of searches of African American drivers. Searches of Hispanic drivers based on probable cause 
or reasonable suspicion is also the largest percentage of search at 1.8 percent.  However, contraband or 
evidence was found during 68.2 percent and 75.0 percent of the searches respectively.   
 

Race / Ethnicity
African 

American

Asian/Pacific 

Islander
Caucasian Hispanic

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native

Total

2020 Motor Vehicle Stops 13,965 9,623 34,466 12,073 91 70,218

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 19.9% 13.7% 49.1% 17.2% 0.1% 100.0%

Race / Ethnicity
African 

American

Asian/Pacific 

Islander
Caucasian Hispanic

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native

Total

Citations Issued 4,597 3,234 11,590 4,937 22 24,380

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 32.9% 33.6% 33.6% 40.9% 24.2% 34.7%

Written Warnings Issued 3,888 3,001 11,817 2,692 48 21,446

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 27.8% 31.2% 34.3% 22.3% 52.7% 30.5%

Verbal Warnings Issued 4,964 3,341 10,494 4,064 18 22,881

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 35.5% 34.7% 30.4% 33.7% 19.8% 32.6%

Comparative Analysis of 2020 Motor Vehicle Stops Dispositions - Citations and Warnings

Motor Vehicle Stops 

Motor Vehicle Stop Dispositions - Citations and Warnings 
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Consent searches can be an indicator of biased-based policing. During 2020, consent searches occurred 
in approximately 1.2 percent of motor vehicle stops.  Officers asked African American drivers and 
Hispanic drivers for consent to search in 1.64 and 1.71 percent of motor vehicle stops, respectively.   
 
One of the most effective methods for evaluating bias in policing is the use of consent search “hit 

rates.”  The hit rate is the number of consent searches conducted where additional evidence or 

contraband found is unrelated to the original stop.   A significantly lower hit rate for minority drivers than 

for Caucasian drivers can indicate officers are asking for consent to search based on other factors other 

than reasonable suspicion which disproportionately impacts minorities. The hit rate on consent searches 

in 2020 is approximately equal among the races. The total hit rate across all race groups was 38.08 

percent. The data shows the hit rate for drivers in all race groups was similar and within 2 percent of the 

total hit rate. This indicates the officers are not using the consent search to target minorities at a higher 

rate for searches. 

This hit rate for consent searches of Caucasians and Hispanics are within less than one percentage point 
of the average.  The hit rate for consent searches of Asian drivers is approximately four percentage 
points below the average, while the hit rate for African Americans is 2 percentage points below the 
average.  The overall hit rate data indicates Officers are making decisions using approximately the same 
rationale or criteria for all groups when requesting consent to search and not on arbitrary factors, such 
as race. 
 
An analysis of the 2,745 searches shows contraband or evidence was located in 51.4 percent of the 
searches.  In African American drivers who were searched, contraband was found during 52.6 percent of 
the searches.  Contraband was found in 42 percent of searches of Asian drivers, 49.5 percent of searches 
of Caucasian drivers and in 53.4 percent of searches of Hispanic drivers. Drugs were the leading 
contraband type seized, with 24.6 percent of searches resulting in officers finding drugs.  The percent of 
drug seizures across the races or ethnicity groups was fairly evenly distributed. See the below table for 
additional information. 
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Race / Ethnicity
African 

American

Asian/Pacific 

Islander
Caucasian Hispanic

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native

Total

Motor Vehicle Stops 13,965 9,623 34,466 12,073 91 70,218

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 19.89% 13.70% 49.08% 17.19% 0.13% 100.00%

Race / Ethnicity
African 

American

Asian/Pacific 

Islander
Caucasian Hispanic

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native

Total

All Searches 981 81 1,005 674 4 2,745

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 7.02% 0.84% 2.92% 5.58% 4.40% 3.91%

Contraband / Evidence Found 516 34 497 360 3 1,410

Contraband / Evidence Found Percent 52.60% 41.98% 49.45% 53.41% 75.00% 51.37%

Consent Searches 229 28 349 206 2 814

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 1.64% 0.29% 1.01% 1.71% 2.20% 1.16%

Contraband / Evidence Found 83 11 134 80 2 310

Contraband / Evidence Found Percent 36.24% 39.29% 38.40% 38.83% 100.00% 38.08%

Contraband/Evidence in Plain View 69 6 58 61 0 194

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 0.49% 0.06% 0.17% 0.51% 0.00% 0.28%

Contraband / Evidence Found 69 6 58 61 0 194

Contraband / Evidence Found Percent 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 0.00% 100.00%

Incident to Arrest 235 25 280 187 1 728

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 1.68% 0.26% 0.81% 1.55% 1.10% 1.04%

Contraband / Evidence Found 58 0 56 58 0 172

Contraband / Evidence Found Percent 24.68% 0.00% 20.00% 31.02% 0.00% 23.63%

Probable Cause/Reasonable Suspicion 444 21 309 212 1 987

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 3.18% 0.22% 0.90% 1.76% 1.10% 1.41%

Contraband / Evidence Found 303 16 246 159 1 725

Contraband / Evidence Found Percent 68.24% 76.19% 79.61% 75.00% 100.00% 73.45%

Towing Inventory 4 1 9 8 0 22

Percent of Motor Vehicle Stops 0.03% 0.01% 0.03% 0.07% 0.00% 0.03%

Contraband / Evidence Found 3 1 3 2 0 9

Contraband / Evidence Found Percent 75.00% 100.00% 33.33% 25.00% 0.00% 40.91%

Comparative Analysis of Searches by Race / Ethnicity 

Motor Vehicle Stops

Search Types



 

2020 Plano Police Department Racial Profiling Report│11 

 

 

Use of Force during Motor Vehicle Stops 

Article 2.32 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure requires the department to report whether the 

officer used physical force that resulted in bodily injury during the stop. Plano officers made 70,218 motor 

vehicle stops and 1,511 arrests; there were no incidents of officers using physical force that resulted in 

bodily injury to the drivers stopped. 

Citizen Complaints 

During 2020, the Department received three citizen complaints regarding bias-based policing.  The 

Department’s Professional Standards Unit investigated two of the complaints and determined they were 

unfounded. The Unit investigated the third complaint, filed six months after the alleged incident occurred. 

The Unit closed the complaint after an investigation found no evidence of racial profiling or biased-based 

policing. 

Training and Community Engagement 

The Plano Police Department provides significant training to officers both in the police academy and 

during in-service.  During the academy training, officers receive a total of 22 hours of training on cultural 

diversity, multiculturalism, and racial profiling.  In 2020, all officers received training on Implicit Bias. The 

department has initiated several community engagement programs, such as UNIDOS, to ensure citizens 

know how to respond to police during traffic stops and how to make a complaint to the Professional 

Standards Unit. During most of 2020, much of the department’s community engagement efforts were 

curtailed due to the COVID 19 pandemic.   

 

 

 

Race / Ethnicity
African 

American

Asian/Pacific 

Islander
Caucasian Hispanic

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native

Total

Drugs 255 18 249 152 2 676

Percent of Searches 25.99% 22.22% 24.78% 22.55% 50.00% 24.63%

Currency 15 0 6 4 0 25

Percent of Searches 1.53% 0.00% 0.60% 0.59% 0.00% 0.91%

Weapons 12 0 9 3 0 24

Percent of Searches 1.22% 0.00% 0.90% 0.45% 0.00% 0.03%

Alcohol 52 2 66 84 0 204

Percent of Searches 5.30% 2.47% 6.57% 12.46% 0.00% 7.43%

Stolen Property 6 0 5 9 0 20

Percent of Searches 0.61% 0.00% 0.50% 1.34% 0.00% 0.73%

Other 176 14 162 108 1 461

Percent of Searches 17.94% 17.28% 16.12% 16.02% 25.00% 16.79%

Description of Contraband
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Conclusion 

After a thorough analysis of the data collected, there is no evidence that Plano police officers are racially 

profiling individuals or employing biased-based policing when performing their duties. The Plano Police 

Department continues to provide oversight and training to all employees to promote fair, equitable 

enforcement of the laws and to maintain a positive relationship with all members of our community. We 

are committed to working with our community and law enforcement professionals to ensure the 

department is employing the best practices to eliminate the impact of bias in our enforcment efforts.  

Please contact the Plano Police Department Public Information Office for additional information regarding 

this report.  
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Attachment A – Plano Police Administrative Directive 112.032 Professional Police Contacts 
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Attachment B – 2020 TCOLE Full Racial Profiling Report 
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